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early stage of the session so that both
Houses will have an opportunity to consider
it and suggest any amendments they think
fit. I also hope that the Companies Bill will
be proceeded with. The Government is de-
serving of credit for the action it has, taken
in extending technical education, but it has
not gone far enough. It is a difficult matter
which has been sorely neglected for many
years, and not only by this Government.
Today neither teachers nor buildings are
available. The Government should regard it
as one of the most important features of its
educational policy and extend it, particu-
larly in the country districts, to the high
schools where they will have a certain
foundation for that type of work.

We hear a good deal about reconstruc-.
tion after the war. My only hope is that the
reconstruction will be on sound principles
and will aim at permanent and general,
and not merely temporary and local, im-
provements. I trust that we shall see the
'wisdom of maintaining our alliances after
this war and not breaking them up as we did
after the previous war. I read with a great
deal of satisfaction certain remarks of the
Right Hon. B. G. Menzies deaing with the
high protective tariff of Australia, and also
the remarks of the chairman of the Tariff
Board, Air. MeConaghy. Both of them
recognised that Australia must observe the
post-war conditions of the Atlantic Charter
and Leaae-Lend Agreement. It must frame
its future economy, having regard to the
rights and interests of other countries. It
is particularly refreshing to find a real isation
of the necessity for placing in a better posi-
tion the primiary industries of Australia.
The political stability and the economic wel-
fare of every country depend upon the man
on the land being in a prosperous position.
This applies perhaps more in Western Aus-
tralia than in the other States, hut it cer-
tainly does apply fundamentally to the
economy of Australia as a -whole.

On mnotion by Hon. V. Hamersley, debate
adjourned.

Hfouse adjourned at 4.1 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15
p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (6).

COMEMONWEALTH AND STATE
RELATIONSHIPS.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON asked thc
Premier: 1, Is it the intention of the Coy.
erment to give the House an opportanit)
to discuss Commonwealth and State relation.
ships, more particularly covering economic
and supply problems, before the departurf
of the State's representative to the forth-
coming Loan Council meeting) 2, Will the
Government, for this special purpose, arrangs
for the suspension of the Standing Orders,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for thi
Premier) replied: (1) and (2) The Address.
in-reply debate furnishes the opportunity
suggested.

BANK CLOSURES IN COUNTRY.
'Mr. SEWARD asked the Premier:- I

April last I notified the Government thai
certain banks were closing some conntr3
branches, which necessitated their client.,
transferring their accounts to another bank
In the ease of debtor clients this involvee
the discharge of a mortgage and the regis-
tration of a fresh one, cha-rges for whick
the hank client was in no way responsible:
1, Has any arrangement been arrived at be-
tween the banks to enable sach mortgagei
to be transferred by indorsemnent or other-
wvise free of cost to the client?9 2, If not
will the Government take early legislativi
action to enable that to be done, or, altarna,
tively, amend such Acts as may be necessar3
to free such mortgages of Title Office fee,-
and stamp duty?9

The MNINISTER FOR LANDS (for thi
Premier) replied: 1 and 2, I am ad.
vised by the chairman of the Associatei
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Banks in this State that negotiations are
still proceeding to enable transfers of mort-
gages between banks to be effected by in-
dorsemeut, and it is hoped that finality will
be reached within the next two weeks.

UNIVERSITY.

As to Chair of Veterinary Science.

2Mr. SEWARD asked the Ministe r f or
Agriculture: 1, What amount of money
would have had to be obtained in order to
permit of the University authorities taking
advantage of the £18,000 bequeathed by the
late Mr. J. _MacCallum Smith in order to
establish a Chair of Veterinary Science?
2, What efforts were made to obtain the
money required? 3, In view of the uncer-
tainty as to when the whole of the amount
bequeathed would be available, and to the
difficulty of obtaining money for other than
war purposes7 the latter a difficulty that
could not have been foreseen by the testator,
was any effort made to get the consent of
the Court to extending- the period for
accepting the legacy beyond three years?
4, If not, why not? 5, Is it too late now
to make an effort to obtain this money for
the establishment of a Chair which -would
be of such value to the farming com-
munity? 6, If not, will the Minister take
immediate action?

The MINISTER replied: 1, A be-
quest of at least £50,000 cash would
be necessary in addition to the ;£18,00&1
bequeathed by the late Mr. t,%heCallum
Smith. 2, The Government, at the
request of the Senate of the University,
examined a proposal to supply portion of
the salary for a Professor of Veterinary
Research and also erect research labora-
tories estimated to cost £9,000. 3, 4, 5, and
6, Legal opinion obtained by the Senate of
the University upon this aspect indicated
that an extenision beyond the period men-
tioned in the late Mr. M~acCallumi Smith's
will could not be obtained.

DEFENCE.

Precantioi at Schools.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Minies: 1, Has any decision been come to
regarding the strengthening and roofing of
school air-raid trenches? 2, If so, what was
the decision? 3, Are children to go home
when a warning sonds?

The MINISTER replied: 1 and 2,
An examination is now heing made of
all school shelters and when the report
is received the whole question will be care-
fully considered. 3, Children are to remain
at school when the warning sounds,

Mr. TONIN (without notice) asked the
Minister for Mines: May I ask whether
there is any exception to the rule stated by
the Minister that children shall remain at
school? Is that a hard-and-fast rule, and
are no circumstances 'whatever to be taken
into consideration?

The MINISTER replied: It is the general
instruction issued by the Director of Edu-
cation that the children will remain at
school. It is impossible for the Civil De-
fence Council or any other body to
say what might or might not happen at any
given moment.

M1r. TONKIN (without notice) asked the
Minister for M11ines: Is he aware that there
is an anti-aircraft battery within 200 yards
of the Fremantle school, aind, if aware of
that fact, is he still prepared to stand by an
instruction that the children are to remnin
at school during air raids?

The MINISTER replied:- I am not aware
that there is a battery alongside the school;
but if there is, I am glad to hear it, be-
cause planes are apt to keep well up in the
air clear of a battery.

BASIC WAGE ADJUSTMENT.
Ron. W. D. JOHNSON asked the Pre-

mier: 1, Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to take immediate advantage of the
National Security (Economic Organisation)
Regulation 17A and anrange for the Minis-
ter to exercise the power given under such
regulation and -make such adjustment and
amendment of the basic wage as would place
it in accordance with the change in the cost
of living as indicated by price index numbers
prepared by the Government Statistician? 2,
Is there a danger that neglect to make such
an immediate decilation may deny to the
workers an increased basic wage for a
period of three months longer than would
otherwise be the case?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for the
Premier) replied: 1 and 2, At no stage has
the Government been able to take the action
suggested. The Government is advised by its
own legal advisers and by' the Cornmon-
wealth Attorney General that National
Security (Economic Organisation) fi egula-
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tion 17A does not authorise it to take any
action in connection with quarterly adjust-
ments due but not made before the issue
of the regulation. As no such adjustment
has been due since the regulation was issued,
the State Government has so far bad no
power to make any declaration. Its power
will become exercisable for the first time
when the next quarterly adjustment is due.

MINERS' FLANNEL SHIRTS.
Mr. MARSHALL (without notice) asked

the Minister for Mines: Can the Minister
state whether any appreciable progress is
being made in the Eastern States as to the
supply of flannel shirts for miners?

The MINISTER replied: I am not able
to state at the moment what the position is,
but the Government is doing everything
possible to obtain a supply of flannel shirts
for miners.

SITTING DAYS MID HOURS.
THE MINSTER FOR LANDS [2.28]:

I move-
That the Rouse, unless otherwise ordered,

shall mneet for the despatch of business on
TveF~dnys, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, at 2.15
P.
The reason for the motion is fairly obvious,
although possibly there may be controversy
in the House as to whether we should pre-
pare to sit at night. In parts of the House
certain precautions have been taken to en-
able its functions to continue in some places
af ter dark, and to have portions of the
building blacked-out or browned-out. It is
considered desirable, however, at this stage
that daylight sittings should commence at
2-15 p.m.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York): I want
to know what the intentions of the Govern-
meat actually are, Are we, as we did dur-
ing the last two short series of sittings, to
meet early in the day and finish ait 6.15
p.m., or are we to have the usual tea ad-
journment at 6.15 P.M. and sit on after-
wards? If we are to sit on late into the
night arrangements will have to be made
for conveyances. Many of us cannot walk
home after buses and trains have stopped.
There should be some understanding as to
whether the Government will provide ears.
I for one do not intend to drive a car on
the roads at night under the present regu-
lations.

Members: Hear, hear!
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X3. MEARSHrAT-L (Murehison): The
Leader of the Opposition is on the wrong
track.

Hon. C. G. Latham: He is sure to he!I

Mr. MARSHALL: I oppose the motionL
because I consider it an incorrect procedure
to commence the day's sitting at so late an
hour in the day. Why cannot we follow the
procedure adopted during the last series of
sittings? Why should we not begin at an
earlier hour of the day and conclude before
sunset? From whatever angle the motion
may be viewed it must of necessity curb dis-
cussion in this Chamber. If there was no
compulsion to cease sitting when darkness
fell, there would be no strong objection to.
beginning at 2.15 p.m. We know, however,
that the building is not adequately served an
regards brown-outs or black-outs. Wer
should be setting a very bad example to the
public if this building, situated on one of
the high points of the city, were illuminated
while citizens were compelled to live int
houses browned-out or blacked-out.

Apart from those aspects, there is the
objectionable feature mentioned by the
Leader of the Opposition. Bat, I repeat,
what prevents us from sitting earlier in the
day? For some unknown reason, ever since
I have been a member of this House, the
practice has been to commence particularly
late in the day. That practice no-one seems
able to justify. It appears that some people
who may he members of Parliament make
Parliament a side issue, demanding that we
should begin on the important business of
the State when it suits them after having
laboured in offices or elsewhere. We are paid
to be here and to do our Job to the best of
our ability. -We have no right to make Par-
hiarmeat a side issue. On that ground alone
a late start is unjustifiable. Is it not reason-
able to urge that we would be able to give
much better service if we started earlier in
the day, holding our deliberations during the
period when, naturally, everyone is capable
of giving of his best, rather than.
during a period when everybody har,
become fatigued? In my opinion the
House should revert to the -11 a.m. com-
mencement. That, I consider, is a reasonable
hour. It may be argued that there is a
proposal to pass Federal legislation extend-
ing the daylight period of the day by speed-
ing up the hours. If -we start at 2.15 p.m.,
it is only reasonable and right that we
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should Stop for our evening meal at some
time--let. it be 6.30 if desired.

Hon. C. G. Liatham: Or 7.30 p.m.
Mr. M1ARSHALL: In that case, however.

we shall derive no advantage whatever from
any daylight saving legislation, because by
the time the evening meal is over darkness
will have fallen. To me it seems absolutely
-wrong, in the absence of special justifica-
tion, to begin our sittings later than 11 a.m.
ben we shall have -six full hours of day-

light in which to discuss matters of State~
,or possibly seven hours with a break for a
-meal. The motion seems to play right into
the bands of persons who argue that State
Parliaments do net matter and that they
accomplish nothing. It is playing into the
bands of such critics to begin our sittings
at 2.15 p.m. when we must cease our pro-
ceedings at sunset.

Irj all my years here I have known it to
happen only on one or two occasions-
very rarely indeed-that the session did not
-close until there had been ample discussion
of all the business on the notice paper. In-
variably some membe-I have done it my-
self-has forfeited his right to express his
ideas and represent his electors correctly be-
cause of the pressure of time. That is not
-the way the work of this State should be
done. Almost every session the Government
introduces a motion that on Wednesday-
private members' day-Government business
shall take precedence over private mem-
bers' business. Yet now it is proposed to
throw away something like three hours of
,daylight when we know that the sitting must
end at nightfall. I have viewed the matter
from all angles and would like to be con-
siderate and agree to the motion. If mem-
bers agree to 2.15 as the commencing hour:
knowing that business must cease at dusk,
they will have no justication for complain-
ing later when the Government takes up all
the time of the session in order to got
-through its business. It is entitled to do so
and I shall vote in its favour. 'Members
-need to be careful. I do not like the House
starting so late, because there is no real
justification for it. I agree with you, Mr.
'Speaker, that if there is an aerial attack on
Perth it will take place in daylight, but I
do not know that members of Parliament
should have renter considerationshw
them than is shown to the ordinary indi-
viduals who have to go into a factory to
work, or to the employees of the East Peithn

Power Station who in the course of the~ir
duties may have some experience of enemy
attacks. I contend that it would be reason-
able for the sittings to commence at 11 a.m.
and that would give us a reasonable time to
get through our business. There is no harm
in our adjourning if there is no business to
be done, but 1 am fearful that there will he
far too much business to be done in the
limited time that will be given us if this
motion is passed.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin):- The inember
for Murchison would probably have been
justified in the discourse he has given this
Chamber if we were living in normal times.
I venture to say that this motion would not
have been introduced but for the fact that
we are not living in normal times. I appre-
ciate some of the sentiments that have been
expressed by the bon. member, but I cannot
see eye to eye with him and hope the House
will agree to the motion.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth):- All I
wish to say is that it seems to me that there
are very good reasons for the spread of
hours proposed. Those reasons will douibt-
less be given by the Minister, and I support
the motion.

THE M[INISTER FOR LANDS (in
reply) :I would first like to reply to the
question asked by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion as to the intention of the Government
in regard to sitting hours. The purpose of
the Government is to endeavour to have each
dlay's proceedings terminated within day-
light hours. It will be noticed that the
motion fixes the commencing hour at 2.15
p.m. "unless otherwise ordered." Assuming
that we sit until six o'clock and, when day-
light saving is introduced, until a later hour
to suit the business of the House, we will
not be losing anything in point 6f hours as
coinpa red with what has been the normal
practice in the past. In the early part of a
session it has been customary for the House
to meet at 4.30 p.m. and sit until 6.15 p..
-giving members an hour and three-quart-
ers for debate-and sometimes at that hour
to adjourn until the following day. When
the House has resumed after tea, at 7.30
p.m., it has frequently not sat later than
9p,.

Mr. Doney: Only in the first couple of
weeks.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The pro-
posal is to sit from 2.16 p.m. onwards in
the ealy part of this session and, if there
is a demand-that is to say, if the House
otherwise orders-the hour can be adjusted
not merely to suit any individual or the
Government but to suit the business before
the House. With regard to the points raised
by the member for Murchison, many good
reasons could be advanced, from the Gov-
erment's point of view, for the commenc-
ing hour being at 2.15 p~m. One, however,
is sufficient. Those of us who experienced
sittings commencing at 11 a.m. found how
difficult it was to cope with both the busi-
ness of the House and administrative duties.
It will he extremely difficult for us, if our
mornings as well as our afternoons are to
be taken uip in the House and its precincts,
to give the required attention in these days
to matters of State, No other argument is
necessary for the House meeting at 2.15
p.m.

Question put and passed.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.

On motion by the Minister for Lands, or-
dered:- That on Tuesdays and Thursdays
Government business shalt take precedence
of all motions and orders of the day.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.
On motion by the Minister for Lands,

sessional Committees were appointed as
follows:

Lihrnvy.-Mr. Speaker, Mr. Tonkin, and Mr.
Patrick.

Standing Orders.-Mr. Speaker, the Chair-
manl of Committees, Mr Doney, Mr Withers,
and Air North.

flouse.-Mr. Speaker, Mr. Neediham, Mr.
MeLarty, Mr. Stubbs, and Mr. Wilson.

Printing.-Mr. Speaker, Mr. Triat, and Mr.
Thorn.

BILL-SUPPLY (No. 1) £,2,860,000.
Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Minister for Lands, re-
solved:

That so inueh of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable resolu-
tions from the Committees of Supply and of
Ways and Means to be reported and adopted
on the same day on which they shall have
passed those Committees, and also the passing
of a Supply Bill through all its stages in one.
day, and to enable the business aforesaid to
he entered upon and dealt with before the
Address-in-reply is adopted.

Message.
Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-

eived and read recommending appro-
prietion for the purposes of the Bill.

In Committee of Sup ply.
The House resolved into Comnnittee of

Supply, Mr. Marshall in the Chair.

THE MINISTER FOR LAINDS r2.451:
I move-

That there be granted to His Majesty on
account of the services of the year ending
the 30th June, 1943, a sum not exceeding
£2,350,000.

On this occasion, the Supply is required in
the customary manner, to carry on opera-
tions of the State pending the passing of the
Estimates. The Estimates for all depart-
ments. are in course of preparation, and as
soon as practicable will he presented to Par-
liament. The Supply now required is as
follows:

Consolidated Revenue Fund .. 1,850,000
General Loan Fund . .. 200,000
Advance to Treasurer . . 300,000,

2,350,000

Expenditure has been curtailed to essential
requirements, and particularly close scrutiny
is being made of all amounts and accounts
because of war circumstances. The provision
in this Supply Bill is £150,000 less from the
General Loan Fund than the amount asked
for in the first Supply Bill of lust year.
The amounts required last year were-

£
Consolidated Revenue Fund .. 1,850,000
General Loan Fund . .. 350,000
Advance to Treasurer 2 00,00D

2,500,000

The amounts now sought are otherwise the
same as those granted last year. Every en-
deavour is being made to keep expenditure
to essential requirements, and it is closely
watched. The war conditions, however, are
responsible for increased expenditure in some
departments, and even there a very care-
f ul watch is kept. Expenditure has been in-
ceased, particularly, for such purposes as
air-raid precautions; protection of essential
services; superannuation contributions on be-
half of State employees enlisted for Military,
Naval, or Air Forces, and concessional Cares
to Soldiers.

The expenditure for the first three months
of last year out of Consolidated Revenue,

33:
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not including special Acts,' amounted to
X1,781,674. The expenditure under special
Acts includes interest and sinking fund pay-
ments. So that although the Supply asked
for in this Bill appears to be an amount
very much lower than one quarter or three
months' supply of the total expenditure of
the year, the v'ariation is in the main due to
the money appropriated from special funds
and by special Acts of Parliament. The
amount asked for out of General Loan Fund
is to meet essential services in conformity
With the arrangements entered into with the
Commonwealth Government.

The Advance to the Treasurer is to meet
-expenditure for immediate needs which can-
not, for the time being, be charged to special
votes or accounts. It is easily understood
that there are many sums which, on pre-
-sentation, are not allocated to a special fnnd
or department, or special expenditure, and
such sums as those are made up from the
Advance to the Treasurer. Last year it was
,estimated that there would be a do-
fleit for the -year of £C198,297 but,
as members are aware, by the care-
fnl watching of expenditure, together
,with increased revenue, the year's actual
-operations resulted in a surplus of £C1,768.
It is not necessary to dea with particular
items in connection with such a Bill.

11N. 10. G. LATHAE (York) : A
new departure has been made this year in
connection with revenue. We have allocated
to the State a sum of £2,576,000, plus
£23,000, or a total of £2,509,000. That is

whtwe may call our ordinary revenue,
raised from taxation. Previously it was
raised from income tax, companies dividend
dluties, and suc-h taxes, and in addition from
the hospital tax. I would like the Acting
'Treasurer to tell me what arrangements, if
any, have been made by the Commonwealth
CGovernment in respect to the payment of
that sumi of money to the State. Is it to be
-made by annual payments, or will monthly
or quarterly payments be made? The Tren-
- nrer will certainly want to know how he
is going to -receive this money.

Most of the money we are now authorising
is money which will come in in the form of
revenue from utilities, departmental revenue,
-and suchlike things. I would like the Acting
Treasurer to give me some idea how he is
going to make up the amount he is now osti-
imating. He has told us that there has been
careful control of ex pendit nre. T do not

agree with that. There is no more control of
expenditure today than there was three years
ago when the State had not the same financial
worries as at present.

Mr. J. Hegney: What reason have you
for saying thatl

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The hon. member
always interjeets,

The C11AIRMAN: Order!
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: The hon. member

does not even give me an opportunity to
tell h i.

The CHAIRMAN: The Leader of the
Opposition wvill kindly address the Chair.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: We should have
done what I ask-ed the Government to do
in the early stages of the war-three years
ago-and carefully watched expenditure
for the benefit of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment. After allI that Government-not
this Parliament-hans the big financial re-
sponsibility today. A great deal of revenue
is coming into the Treasury of this State,
not from income tax but from other sour-
ces, and it is being distributed from Com-
monwealth expenditure. Revenue fromi
trains, trains, traffic fees and all sorts of
things is coming in. The expenditure of
Fedteral moneys has relieved the State
Treasurer concerning considerable sums of
money which might have been expended had
not those payments been made. In this
morning's paper the deficit for July is pub-
lished. Had it not been published I pro-
bably would not have raised the question,
but this is what it says-

The temporary effects of the new uniform
taxation legislation were shown in the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund last month, when the
defivit totalled £241,862, compared with a
deficit of £84,543 for July, 1941. Revenue last
mouth amounted to £E848,427 as against
£980,048 for the same month a year ago. Ex-
penditure in July, 1942, -was £1,090,289 and
in July, 1941, £1.,024,591 The increase in the
deficit was principally due to a falling-off of
£78,045 in income tax collections.

That may be accounted for quite easily.
Sonic moneys will certainly be coming in
from the Taxation Department from income
and other taxes. The hospital tax will be
paid into a trust account pending its return.
There may be some reason for that. An
additional payment may have been made to
the civil service for July of this year.

The Minister for Lands: There were three
instead of two.

H1on, C. 0. LATHAMf: I will allow that,
but still the deficit is much in excess of July
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of last year. The department of the Minis-
ter for Labour has brought out a most ex-
pensive book, titled "Industrial Development
in Western Australia." It has been pub-
lished at a most inopportune time. I do not
know what it cost. It is a valuable book,
but it would have been even more valuable
bad it been brought out, up to date,
immediately after the war when our new
industries were developed and could have
been included. I do not know how many
copies have been printed, but I would not
be surprised if thle publication has cost at
least £500. There seems to have been no
cheek there. Far too much money has been
spent.

Mr. Rodoreda: Is there any advertising in
it?

Hon. C. G. LAT HAMf: I do not think so.
Some firms are mentioned, but I do not
know whether they paid to have their names
included, It will not be up to date at the
end of the war.

Mr. Rod oreda: Neither will. the history
books!

Hon. C. G. LATHAMI: We are not print-
ing history books today.

Mr. Rodoreda: They are being used in the
schools.

Hon. C. G. CGATH AM:I Then we must be
short of material for school hooks, because
quite a lot of this matter will be obsolete
at the conclusion of the war. The expendi-
turn of this money shows lack of control,
-whereas we should curtail it in every way.
Those things which are necessary should be
done. The uniform taxation was to a large
extent due to the fact that the Federal
Treasurer felt that the State Governments
were not properly controlling expenditure.

Mr. Patrick: They waste millions them-
selves.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: I would not say
that, bat neither are they controlling it. A
good deal of revenue was coming into the
State Treasury which under normal condi-
tions would not have come in.

I am not going to oppose this Bill because
it is necessary to enable the State to meitet
its financial commitments from month to
month, but I am going to continue to im-
press upon the Government that it must care-
fully watch expenditure. If we were doing
very much today I would not mind, but we
are not. We a re, indeed, doing very little.
That is because we have not the manpower
to do a great deal. It is all absorbed in

works paid for out of Commonwealth
funds. I propose to give instances, when I
speak on the Address-in-reply, to show how
carefully we should watch expenditure and
ensure that those industries which will be
vital to us after the war will be cardied on.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth): This is
a usual and essential motion to enable the
Government to carry on the affairs of the
State. All I wish to do is to emphasise
that it is more than ever necessary that the
utmost economy should be applied to State
expenditure. We have had some additional
expenditure, as was mentioned by the &ct-
ing Treasurer, in the way of superannua-
tion payments to civil servants who may be
on military service and a certain rising of
costs in the outlay involved for civil de-
fence, but on the other side of the ledger
we have had sonic very substantial advan-
tages that were not previously available,
since the financial liability for unemploy-
ment has not been so great. This is a time
when a large amount of money is being cir-
culated, and though it is not comparable
with the amounts being circulated in thej
Eastern States, it is, compared with or-
dinary tunes, a very large auto indeed. I
feel that wec must exercise all possiblc co-
noyny in the forthcoming year.

Although, under the uniform tax Acts we
may obtain a certain fixed sum, we must
not regard it as certain that we shall get
the advantages we have enjoyed in past
years. In 1940.41 the Commonwealth took.
18 per cent of the national income for war
expenditure; in 1941-42 it took 32 per cent,,
and this year it is expected that the Com-
monwealth will take 60 per cent of Amt-
tralia's national income, which is equal to
the percentage being taken by the Govern-
ment of Great Britain. Some authorities
believe that the national income this year
will fall below the peak of roughly
£1,000,000,000 which -was reached in 1941-42,
because there are many businesses and i-
comes, that arc ceasing or being reduced en
account of economic conditions and of
people joining the defence services of the
country, What I wish to stress is that
whatever mafy be the good-will or ill-will of
the Commonwealth Government towards this
State, its comnmitmcents may he so urgent
that it will be no longer possible to give
assistance to the saute extent as 4. has givcn
in the past nd, whatever the, Commonwealth
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Grants Commission may recommend, the It is important that a room be provided;
Commonwealth Government mnay not be
able to give as much as it did previ-rusly.
Further, whatever we -nay ask or expect in
the way of loan expenditure, it may be be-
yond the power of the Loan Coutncil to
grant anything like what was formaerly given
us.

Therefore, as regards both grants and
loan funds, it seems that the paraniount
obligations of the Commonwvealth may
necessitate this State's being reduced in the
forthcoming year below what it has been
accustomed to expect and below even what
it might legitimately and reasonably ask.
This being so, we should endeavour to keep
our expenditure down in order to have some
reserve against any financial shocks of that
kind. If we do not get those shocks, so
much the better; if we do, they will not have
the same serious impact as they otherwise
would. In the state of uncertainty as to
revenue in the forthcoming year and to
assist the Commonwealth war effort, as the
Leader of the Opposition has stated, it is
certainly our bounden duty to keep our
expenses down to a minimum in exactly the
same manner as the private individual has
to do, and thereby release as nni money
as possible for the services that are es.'en-
tint to our continued existence.

MR. OROSS (Canning): I hope that in
the desire for a reduction of expenditure
members will not carry their efforts to such
a pitch of parsinuoniousness as to lead to
necessary requirements being neglected . I
have been over a few so-called main roads
lately; some of them have pot-holes a foot
deep. It would not cost very much to put
them into a state of repair.

Mr. Sampson: Where are those roads?
Mr. CROSS: In the hon. member's elec-

torate.
.Mr. Thorn: What were you doing there?
Mr. CROSS: There are some forms of

expenditure that even in these times aro
warranted, because it would be a case of
a stitch in time saving nine. I know of
at least one school that is overcrowded. It
is an A.R.P. centre and is lumbered up with
a lot of stuff belonging to the A.R.P.
authorities, and children have to be taught
in a ball outside. We should insist upon
proper facilities being provided for the
children. I am referring to the school at
Comuo where a new room should be built.

the children are entitled to have it. I hope
that in the desire to keep down expenditure
those in control wvill exercise plenty of core-
[non sens .

M. SAMPSON (Swan): The member
for Canning is adding to his reputation for
unreliability.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member must not reflect upon any other
member.

Mr. SAMPSON: I desire to challenge the
member for Canning.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mnem-
ber must proceed along the ordinary lines of
debate. He is distinctly out of order in
challenging or reflecting upon another mem-
ber.

Mr. SAMPSON: A statement has been
made that I claim is utterly unsupported by
fact.

Mir. Cross: You show that you do not
know the facts.

Mr. SAflSON: I was very interested to
hear the reference by the Leader of the Op-
position to tile book which has been recently
issued, and I believe had been in course of
preparation for nearly two years. I under-
stand that the publication has been pro-
duced for sale, but to say that it is as unin-
teresting as an auctioneer's catalogue is not
under-stating its virtues. .The object is a
good one, but to give a series of names with-
out any real story-

The Minister for Lands: Like some of
those travel stories?

Mr. SAMPSON: There is need for a bet-
ter story. I should be surprised if anybody
almost entirely bankrupt of reading matter
could be prompted to wrestle with it. If I
were sufficiently venomous I should like to
prescribe that the Minister should read this
book within the next fortnight. If he did
so, he would suffer a real penance.

The Minister for Mines: Have you read
it?

Mr. SAMPSON: I have glanced through
it; I could not read it. I challenge the Min-
ister for Mines to read it.

The Minister for Mines: As it happens I
have read it. It is well worth reading.

Mr. SAMPSON: It all depends upon
one's ideas of values.

The Minister for Lands: It was not
printed by your establishment.
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Mr. SAMPSON: The printer has turned
out a good job from the mechanical side, but
judged from the standpoint of readability
it is a minus quantity.

The Minister for Labour: There was no
profit in it for R. S. Sampson.

Mr. SAMPSON:' Not for anybody, least
of all for those who endeavour to read it.
I hope that any member desirous of -reading
it will be supplied with a copy, particularly
if he occupies a seat on the other side of the
House, because some of those members need
literary medicine.

I was interested to note the sum of money
referred to by the Minister. I hope, before
the Bill is passed, the Minister in charge of
-Civil JVefence will give us information as to
whether a decision has been reached regard-
ing the local authorities not comprehended
within 'what is known as the prescribed area.
I refer to those districts that have not been
promised a recoup of 50 per cent. of their
-outlay for A.R.P. and associated works.
People in all the districts have to pay taxes,
and a broad view should be taken of the
actions of the local authorities that have
provided for the taxing of their own people.
If the Minister has a statement to make I
shall be glad to hear it. All districts should
receive fair treatment. Local authorities
should receive the consideration that is theirs
by right and by virtue of the services that
have been and are being rendered by them.

MR. BERRY (Irwin-Moore):- I should
like to dissociate myself from the criticism
that has emanated from this aide of the
House of the manual or publication issued
by the Department of Industry. For two
years we have been urging the department
to get on with the business of promoting
secondary industries in Western Australia,
and I think this particular brochure or
whatever it is called-it is not an auc-
tioneer's calendar-

Mr. Sampson: I said catalogue.

Mr. BERRY: Nor is it a, catalogue. I
think the publication will form a basis of-
advertisement for the potentialities of
Western Australia and particularly its
capabilities in the direction of making muni-
tions and doing -war work that many of us
claim should have been undertaken long ago.
I had no intention of speaking on this Bill,
but I desire to dissociate myself from the
remarks 'which have been made and to pay

a public compliment to the Minister resp on-
sible for the booklet. I congratulate him
upon it.

MR. 3. HEGNEY (Middle Swan): I lis-
tened carefully, as I always do, to the state-
ments and criticisms of the Leader of the
Opposition, because he is the Leader of His
Majesty's Opposition. He said that in his
opinion there had not been a close scrutinyv
of the finances of this State for the past
three years, and that a more careful scrutiny
was required today than three years ago.
He also said that revenue was derived from
sources other than income taxation. I
asked him to give specific instances and ho
replied that I was always a little premature,
but that if I waited I would get the in-
stances. I listened carefully hut, in con-
cluding, the Leader of the Opposhton baid
he would give the instances when speaking
to the Address,-in-reply. We are disc using-
a Supply Bill now. It was his duty to
point out in what direction there was a
lack of scrutiny of the State's finnes and
to give us specific instaw.cL'~ so that con-
sideration could he given to the points he
raised.

I disagree with the Leader of the Opposi-
Lion that there has not been a careful tcru-
tiny of the State's finances. In my opinion
tbpre Itas been a fairly close scrutiny and,
in respect of schools, there could have been
a good deal more expenditure. The playing-
grounds of the schools in my electorate
could be considerably improved -with ad-
vantage to the children. Some of the
schools are a disgrace and should receive
immediate attention. The Leader of the
Opposition also said that uniform taxation
was introduced because of the drift that was
alleged to be taking place in the control of
State finances. We all know, however, the
paramount reason for the introduction of
uniform taxation; it was to get additional
revenue from Statecs like Victoria and New
South Wales, where income taxation was not
as high ais it was in Western Australia and
Queensland. -L therefore-think the reasons
advanced by the Leader of the Opposition
are unsound, especially in the light of the
knowledge that each member has. He also
said that State money should be spent to
the best advantageP, and that in such depart-
ments as the Education Department, Police
and Railways, there was, evidence that
money had been mis-spent.
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As regards the Education Department, I make our protest and continue to agitate
point out that schools and their equipment
are in an unsatisfactory condition. Ever
since I have been a member of Parliament,
I have been urging that money should be
spent on the maintenance andl improvement
of our schools. I raised the matter last
year on the Address-in-reply or on the
Estimates, but nothing has been done. I
especially drew the department's 4ttention
to the Redelifte school and the state of the
playing ground there. The Iidt sl ould be
drained and the building put in a proper
state of repair. I understanid that the
Acting-Premier is proceeding to the Eastern
States to represent this State at a iccttg
of Premiers.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You mean the Act-
iag-Treasurer?

Mr. J. HEONEY: Yes. I have drawn
his attention to one important niaer. I
asked him to make strenuous representations
on behalf of Western Australia to get a
better shanre of Commonwealith expenditure
on munitions manufacture. During the re-
cess I had the opportunity, in conjunction
with other mepmbers, to visit the munitions
factory at Welshpool. That is really but a
camouflage; there is not a complete 'proeess
carried out there. Much expense has been
incurred on the factory, but there is little
activity because of the absence of machines
to complete a process. This State ought to
be engaged in the manufacture of munitions
of war in the iame way as are the Eastern
States.

In New South Wales huge sums have
been spent on the establishment of munition
works in the metropolitan area and in vari-
ous parts of the State. Our State, however,
has been neglected in that respect. I find
the same conditions prevailing at Midland
,Junction as prevail at the Welshpool fac-
tory. Mlen complain that they arc puat off
shifts becausw of the lack of material to
c(afrVi - out processes. That is not as it
should be. If we do not fight strenuously
for a greater share of Commonwealth ex-
pend iture in order to buil d up indutrial
estaiblishmnents in this State, we shall find
that our soldiers and sailors, when they r-e-
turn to civil life, will become hewers of
wood and drawers of water. They will not
have the same opportunity as will their coi-
rades who return to the Eastern States.
These w-ill be able to secure employment in
established industries. Therefore, we must

for the establishment of industries here.
We have been urgingr an improvement in

that respect for years past, but without
much result, notwithstanding that we have
an aggressive Labour Prime Mfinister and
manny other representatives in the Com-
monwealth Parliamlent. I hope the Minis-
ter, who will be proceeding to the Eastern
States to represent Western Australia, will.
put our protest vigorously before the Corn-
monwealth. Too long have we sat d]own
quiescently while the other States have been
securing the greater share of Common-
wealth expenditure upon munitions. -Many
other subjects of vital importance to WVest-
ern Australia will be discussed later, but
the matters I now raise are of paramount
importance to us. I regret that the Leader
of the Opposition in his criticism merely
indulged in generalities. Had he given us
specific instances we could have analysed
them to ascertain whether or not they were
sound.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON: (Guildford-
Midland) :I express regret that I have to
butt in at this stage. I have just returned
from the country and have not beside me ex-
actly what I would like to have. I am glad
the member for Middle Swan raised the
question of this State's relationship with
the Commonwealth from the points of
view of industry, war expenditure and
gaining some permanent reform or result
front war expenditure in Western Aus-
tralia, compared with the enormous advant-
ages gained by the other States of the Comn-
mnonwealth. I thought that a question which
I submitted to the Government would be sig-
nificant enough to make it realise that at
least one member-I know there are other
iiembers, the member for Middle Swan has
indicated that-feels that something more
must be done by the Commonwealth in that
respect, as our previous methods have
failed miserably. It is time that Parlia-
inent, in addition to the Government, ac-
cepted responsibility, because, after all, it is
Parliament that will be held responsible,
although the Government must also accept
responsibility. In times of a national emer-
gency like this we are all equAly responsible.

I asked a question today Purely to give
the Government an idea that it would he
wvise', in existing circumstances; and in view
of the State's position, to afford Parliament
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the opportunity to review in a dispassionate
way, dissociated from other issues, a resolu-
tion that could be drafted and that would
be creditable to us, dealing with the State's
position. That resolution could be handed to
the representatives of this State for use at
the forthcoming Loan Council meeting. The
matter is vital now. It is, generally speak-
ing, vital at all times, but now it is particu-
larly vital if we are to continue to exist. I
do not mean that there is to be any attempt
at unification but we must appreciate this
fect that, if things are left as they are, it is
a public scandal that we should be drawing
our salaries. The position should not be
allowed to rest where it is.

Either we are superfluous or we should
,continue to function in the best interests of
the State. I am sorry I could not make pre-
parations before this moment because of the
urgency of other matters. I am prepared to
admit that they were private matters; I am
not ashamed of that, because it is but seldom
that I neglect public duties to attend to pri-
vate matters. It was, however, essential for
mne to leave the city for a few days. Be-
fore I left I took the opportunity to make
representations -to the Government, and I
did expect today that I could let the matter
rest and that I would get a conmmonsense
reply to my question. What did I get? The
question I asked is on the notice paper for
members to read. It dealt with a matter that
has become particularly saue since the in
troduction of uniform taxation andase
whether we should concentrate upon an x
pression of opinion on this State's positio
before the next gathering of State Premiers.
The reply I received was that it could
be done on the Address-in-reply. I bare re-
ferred to that address as a social
debate, where we may raise social
matters; but, in order to get practical
results, we must have facts and figures
put before us; otherwise we must pro-
ceed by means of a substantive motion.
I thought the Government would welcome
the opportunity of being Tfortified from
this Parliament before the next meeting of
the Loan Council.

It should be possible for Parliament by
getting behind the Minister to enable him to
make more vigorous representations concern-
ing the needs of this State. I am convinced
we are too passive, that our representation
has not been vigorous enough, that we have
accepted promises and relied on them so

long that we are now too late because those
promises have not come to fruition. That
which was promised to this State has now
gone to other States. The reason for that
was that we did not get the promises in
writing. We got promises of a kind that
even if they had been put in writing could
have been got round in such a way that
those who made them could not be pinned
down. We were Unable to say that such and
such a thing would be done at a given time.
Let me take as an illustration the question
of the distillation. of alcohol spirit from
wheat. It will be recalled that at a. given
period it was stated an alcoholic distillation
plant was to be established in this State. It
was said most definitely-this was endorsed
by the Minister concerned-that the first
plant in Australia would be established in
this State. We know that that has not been
SO.

We know that the Federal Minister con-
cerned has expressed pride in the fact that
plants have been established elsewhere, and
he has justly claimed that additional petrol
supplies are now being obtained within the
Commonwealth as a result of Australia's
concentration on that particular commodity.
The promise was made that Western Aus-
tralia, where we have the big bulk of Aus-
tralin's surplus wheat, would have the first
distillation plant so that the surplus wheat
could be put to economic use. In that way
the needs of the State were to be attended
to and an additional supply of spirits would
be available for the whole of Australia.
That promise was made. We were told that
the plant would he established at Collie.
There is a lot to be commended about the
decision to go to Collie. Other places were
mentioned, and I claim to have played some
part in suggesting some of them. When we
consider practical commonsense business
lines we have to appreciate that Collie holds
definite advantages in justification of the
Government deciding to put up a plant
there. Is the plant to be erected there?
Why has it been, delayed so long? How has
it come about that plants are being estab-
lished in other States when the promise was
made that the first plant to be erected in
Australia would be erected in Western Aus-
tralial

Mr. Wilson: Two men are engaged on the
job now, so that it will not be long before
the plant is erected.
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: So two men aie larly, who can attend their club meetings,
at work there! That is a matter on which
the Acting Premier should have all the de-
tailed information. I have the utmost re-
gard for the capacity and the ability of the
Acting Premier, who I assume will have to
attend the meeting through the unfortunate
illness of the Premier. Whilst I know the
ability of the Minister, who may attend the
meeting, and whilst I give him credit for
possessing a wide knowledge of this State
and a desire to see that justice is done to it,
I point out that he may well go along to the
meeting in the same old way. Parliament
will have no say in what is done there. We
have no opportunity of advising our
emissaries and we receive practically no re-
ports from them when they come back. It is
just one of those trips of a schoolboy nature.
They attend lectures at the colleges and come
to conclusions, and that is that. I have
spoken in the House before in protest
against that sort of thing. I have already
referred to the fact that we are not over-
worked. Surely in a matter of this kind
Parliament should be given the opportunity
to express its views before the Acting Pre-
mier goes to the Eastern States, so that he
may go there with a mandate from Western
Australia. He could then say "I have a
resolution that was framed by Parliament.
The Standing Orders were suspended to
give Parliament an opportunity to instruct
me, and assist me by its instruction to make
adequate and effective representations to
those in authority.'

Hon. P. Collier: MeKeil wvent to the Coun-
cil meeting with a mandate last year but
did not get any further.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not know
about that, but in respect of uniform taxa-
tion he did fairly well.

Hon. P. Collier: He got less than half
what he asked for.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: But he did get
half.

Hon. P. Collier: Less than half!
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Possibly the

hon. member knows better than I do that
we never get all the facts concerning what
happens at Loan Council meetings. We do
not know what arrangements are arrived at
or what adjustments take place afterwards
that were not publicly decided at Loan
Council meetings. There are always adjust-
ments and arrangements amongst the East-
ern States people who can meet so regu-

their gatherings at Menzies Hotel, and so
on.

Hon. P. Collier: The Yarra bank and
other places.

Hon. W. fl. JOHNSON: If we had a
little more of the Yarra bank-and I trust
we shall have a little more of the Espla-
nade-there would be a public awakening of
the conditions that prevail today. It is on
the Yarra hank and the Esplanade where
these things are exposed, and where the
People take notice. We recall that the mem-
ber for Claremont has made wonderful
speeches in the House dealing with econoinia
and other questions. I have appealed to him
to make those speeches on the Esplanade
where we would get results, instead of de-
livering them in Parliament to people who
cannot make use of them because they do
not go to the Esplanade for the purpose.
These things cannot be got into the Press
today because that is not done.

At Loan Council meetings we do not get
all the information, but we do get the re-
sults. The results are that the Eastern
States receive the maximum amount of con-
sideration compared with what is given to
this State. Reference was made by the
member for Middle Swan to the Midland
Junction Workshops. We know that an
annexe was promised at Midland Junction.
This munitions annexe was advertised
and there -was a tremendous lot of
political propaganda associated with it.
Ministers, particularly the Minister for In-
dustrial Development, rejoiced at the
wonderful things that were coming
about. A huge building was required
and the State joined in by provid-
ig money for its establishment. From

memory I think the cost was £56,000. The
building was usedl for a period to a limited
extent but is less in use today. I have
asked questions in the House, and have al-
ways been told that I am wrong.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Do you say it is in
less use now?

Hon. IV. D. JOHNSON: There is a lot
of camouflage connected with the matter.
The hon. member knows more about it than
I do because he moves in the circles where
some of these things are arranged. I go
to -Midland Junction, and I know tront mov-
ing amongst the workmen what a huge
farce the whole thing has been from its in-
ception. True, we hare to a certain extent
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made shells, but we have not made shells
as we know them but shell cases. We have
the machines for the shell eases, but the
raw material is sent over by boats from the
Eastern States, if boats are available. The
amount of motney that has been wasted on
that building is-I was going to say scan-
dalous-a reflection upon this Parliament,
and is definitely a refletion upon the Mlin-
ister in charge of munitions manufacture.

I have raised this question of the muni-
tions annexe at party meetings and have
asked questions in the House concerning it.
I have always been told to leave it alone,
to wait and see. We have been living too
long- under this "wait and see", policy. Mr.
R. 0. Law goes to the Eastern States to
arrange contracts and to ascertain why we
are not receiving consideration in this
State. He makes his representations and on
his return Says, "Wait and see." He is told
be cannot give information to the enemy.
Apparently members of this Chamber con-
stitute the enemy because we do not get the
information. He returns to Western Aus-
tralia and tells us to have patience. This
has been said to me over and over again,
"Look, Johnson, have patience! You know
very well our difficulties; use your common-
sense and judgment. YOU Must realise that
if things cannot be done today they will be
done in the future." it is time wre realised
that there is no future, that it is too late.

IMr. Boyle: Have we not had contracts
for £6,000,000 in this State?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: What did we
get as a result of the appointment of a
Federal Committee of inquiry in connec-
tion with our industries? I think the pre-
sent Prime Minister was a member and that
Col. Collett was chairman of that coin-
mittee.

Hon. C. G. Latham: About three-quarters
of a million then and wre were given an-
other million later on.

Hon. WV. D. JOHNSON: Specific indica-
tions were given where justice could be done
to Western Australia, and instances were
quoted where economic use could be made of
this State in the manufacture of essential
products. The committee outlined in de-
tail what money should he made available
immediately aind what works could be de-
ferred until a later period. The recom-
mendation was advanced that an industries
expansion commission should be set up and
that that commission should be responsible

for putting into practical form the recom-
mendations of the committee, either at once
or a later period. The Industries Expansion
Commission was then appointed. It con-
sists of good men, possibly better men than
I am, but they had not the necessary punch
or push. They are entrenched in certain
positions. The atmosphere they move in is
not the kind of atmosphere in which it is
possible to get results of the kind we re-
quire.

Professor Mauldon, for instance, is an out-
standing personality. For me to criticise him
in his particular sphere would be akin to an
ant tackling all elephant. On the other hand,
in relation to a matter such as that under
discussion, I would not give way to Pro-
fessor 'Mauldon, seeing that I am a practical
man living amongst the workers engaged in
these activities and therefore claim to know
something about the subject. I repeat that
Professor Mauldon is not the type of man
to deal with a matter of this description and
obtain results. The same remark applies
to Mr. R. 0. Law, who is a most estimable
man against whom I would not say one
word, but he is in an entrenched position
thlat, in my opinion, tended to contribute to-
wards the delays and vacillation that have
taken place whet-e the interests of Western
Australia are concerned. Then there is Mr.
Ellis. One would not expect him to be a
vigorous critic of a neglectful Common-
wealth Government nor would we expect
Mr. Mills to be an adverse critic of a neglect-
ful Federal department. As soon as I ascer-
tained the personnel of the Industries Ex-
pansion Commission, I realised that its in-
vestigations would represent another dud
affair because those carrying themn out
were not the type of men who would
demand results, failing which they would
tender their resignations.

The Minister for Works: Are you quite
sure you know the personnel?

Hon. W. fl. JOHNSON: I think so. I
have mentioned Professor Mauldon, Mr.
Ellis and Mr. Mills.

The Minister for Labour: Mr. Mills is not
a member.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I think he is.
Mr. Thorn: Anyhow, he would be the

wrong type.
Hon. P. Collier: Even if he were, he would

not be the right type.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am speaking

without notes-
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The Minister for Works: And without
knowledge.

Hon. W. fl. JOHNSON: At any rate, I
do not speak with my tongue in my cheek.
I speak my mind and say what I mean. I
know something about these matters, and
the Minister must not tantalise me.

The Minister for Works: You are very
inuch mixed.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I know Mir. Lan-
caster, the secretary of the Commission, and
the first time I met him I asked him to write
out for me the names of the members of the
Commission. I may be wrong, but I am
pretty certain that both Mr. Ellis and Mr.
Mills are members.

Hon. C. G. Latham: There are so many
boards that you are likely to get mixed up.

Mr. North: Which member of the Com-
mission has some puneM9

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The members of
the Commission have not yet got one. That
is why I am bringing the matter before Par-
liamnent, for Parliament should not be neglect-
ful in accepting its responsibilities. It should
not be content to sit down and allow these
things to go on. It is the task of Parlia-
ment to grapple with problems and for every
individual member to do his share. We may
criticise the w~ork of the Commission, but it
is useless to adopt the attitude that because
no one has done anything we shall not take
some action. We will get kicked when we
go before the electors at the next election if
we do not do the job for which we are paid.

We should see to it that industries are
established in Western Australia that will
have permanency. Those activities that arc
designed to secure a maximum immediate
production for war needs must be so con-
structed as to deal permanently with our
requirements when hostilities cease. The
position at the Midland Junction munitions
annexe is today worse than ever before.
Unless the position has changed considerably
since I was there a week or two ago, the
number of men employed at the annexe has
been reduced. Two excellent men who had
been trained as process wvorkers at the
Technical College were put off recently. They
had been employed in the early stages on
certain machines in connection with process
work, but they were put off and they ap-
proehed me with a view to securing other
employment.

Mr. Cross: During the last fortnight
several have been paid off and have secured
work in Perth.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I hope the two
men I refer to were able to secure the jobs
for which I reconmmended them. About
these matters, members of Parliament should
not be silent. We should accept the responsi-
bility of promoting investigation and action.
Upwards of £55,000 was spent on the pro-
vision of the annexe, of which the State
supplied the major part, and it has not
yet been really used in the manner for which
it was designed. There have been much
camouflage, make-believe and promises ever
since the work was started there. The muen
at the Midland Junction workshops are
seething with criticism: in fact, the annexe
is to them a great joke. Men who know
the work ridicule the idea that the annexe
was ever taken seriously in connection with
the general manufacture of munitions of
war.

Mr. Thorn: Why are the men working
night shifts there?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That is a most
extraordinary position. At a meeting of the
Midland Junction A.L.P. recently, one of the
delegates got up and, addressing me-I was
chairman of the meeting-said, "You must
excuse me; I have to go to work. I work
overtime, but strangely enough I am told
that I and others need not go to work on
Saturday mornings unless we want to do
so. Where are we getting to?" I told him
I could not offer an explanation. At any
rate that was the position, and the alan had
to leave the meeting to go to work. Mem-
bers can see that the situation is really hope-
less, and it would certainly be wrong for us
to sit down and allow matters to rest where
they are.

It is futile to suggest we can rest content
because representatives are sent across East,
for those men are the representatives of
the Government. True, officially they repre-
sent Parliament, but it is impossible for
such men to represent Parliament -when the
viewvs of members of Parliament have not
been expressed, and no opportunity has been
afforded them to discuss the subjects to be
considered at subsequent conferences in the
Eastern States. if such opportunities were
afforded members and their points of view
were embodied in resolutions that could be
conveyed by the Ministers concerned when
they went to Canberra, the position would
be different, and that is why I ask for a
special resolution of Parliament. It could
not be arranged without suspending the
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Standing Orders. I want that course adopted
because I do not think the Address-in-reply
debate will furnish the opportunity to do
what I suggest. I desire any action taken
to be effective, otherwise it will be too late.
The debate will go on for several days, and
in the meantime the Loan Council 'will meet
and the matter will have been dealt with.
Any action we could take would then be
ineffective, just as is any course that Par-
liament can take 'when dealing with the
financial position of the State on the Esti-
mates.

Another phase of the problem affects the
machine tool shop. I shall not say much
about that subject because it is sub judice.
I do not know whether the hearing is pro-
ceeding, but the ease was to go before a
special Federal representative. I shall not
say more than that elaborate buildings were
erected and accommodation for a large staff
'was provided-but no machines were in-
stalled. Surely if anyone was about to pro-
ceed with the manufacture of some article,
he would get the machinery ready as well as
erect the necessary building, so that he would
secure production as early as possible to
enable him to meet commitments due to the
capitalisation of the undertaking- In this
instance, one or two machines were
provided, hut they were of no particular
value from the standpoint of precision tools.
I know that when a Parliamentary visit was
paid to the works, there was not very much
to see. The men regarded the proceedings
as a huge farce as they were engaged in
operating machines that had not worked be-
fore.

Hon. C. G-. Latham: And were not worked
again 9

Hon. W. Di. JOHNSON: That is another
instance of this State having incurred huge
expense, with regard to which the country
has been most unfortunate. We have re-
ceived promises that have not been fulfilled.
Before the Minister attends the next con-
ference -we should make it clear that on his
return wre want something more than an in-
timation to "wvait and see." We require
some definite indication that industrial acti-
vities in this State will take practical shape.

Regarding operations at the Welshpool
factory, wve know what tremendous propa-
ganda was indulged in. So much was
said and promised that evidently the
authorities thought it would be as well
to make some sort of show. They bought

some land and erected a very fine fence
around the property. Then they pro-
ceeded to build everything but the factory..
The ladies' retiring room is a beautiful build-
ing and a large mess room was provided.
We hope that these buildings will ultimately
be used, but at present all that can be seen.
is evidence of the expenditure of an enor-
mous amount of money. Nothing is being-
produced there because what is available for-
work is very limited. The office is most up-
to-date and is housed in a magnificent build--
ing. I hope that in time the services of the
large staff for which provision has been made'
will he fully availed of, but at present I do
not think it would be possible for the auth-
orities to utiise the services of the staff'
that is employed there.

Mr. Cross: Some ebanges have oceunred-
since you were there; the number of ma-
chines has been increased.

Hon. W. DI. JOHNSON: Are they making,
cartridge cases I

Mr. Cross: Yes.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: Let us analyse'

that piece of good news. The factory is.
situated in the electorate of the member for-
Middle Swan, who should know something
about it.

Mr. Cross: I have been there since you-
were there.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: A little com-
mittee of us went out to have a look. We
were introduced to Mr. Constantine, the en-
gineer-in-charge. I, being the spokesman,
said to him, "We don't want any of your
pretties; we want to see your factories." He-
replied, "We have no pretties."1 I said, "We
are not concerned with the nice buildings i
don't take up your time letting us see
through those. Let us see the factories."'
Before starting on the trip I bad seen the
Premier in his office, and he had shown mu
a part of the production of a cartridge ease
as a proof that I was wrong in stating that
the Welshpool factory was not in produc -
tion. The Premier took from the drawer of

his table a little por-tion of a cartridge case-
I knew perfectly well, having had the whole
thing explained to ine some considerable
timne ago, that there were two processes.

One was the envelope portion, the part
containing the bullet. The other process
deals with the envelope that encloses the
bullet. Thec cartridge ease is tapered down,
and at the end of the taper the bullet en.
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velope is inserted in the reduced portion
that is tapered down, and inside that is the
bullet, which causes destruction. That en-
velope comes from the cup made of hard
metal. It is of special strength and texture,
and is made from this special little cup just
about as big as the top of a man's thumb,
and about three-sixteenths of an inch deep.
The cups are made in South Australia and
sent over here. The raw material is pro-
duced in South Australia. The cups are
put on the machine at a given stage, and the
cartridge envelope is the result of a special
function. However, those cups have to be
made by a special machine and have to go
through a certain process. I said to AMr.
Constantine, "Where are you making the
cartridge eases? Let us start at the be-
ginning. Where is the machine that is makr-
ing the cartridge cases?" He replied, "This
is all part of it." I said, "Yes, but it is not
the beginning of it." He tried to explain
-what we wanted to know, and ultimately we
,decided to go through and see the envelopes
being made, where they are drawn from the
cup, where the cup is expanded, where the
envelopes are annealed several times and
ultimately get down to 'where they take the
bottle shape, the thing seen at the end of the
-cartridge. That goes on until the machine
is reached, where the bullet is created. Then
the lead is inserted in the envelope, and thus
we have the little part of the cartridge ease.

What happened was this: Air. Wilicock
had got that portion, and he proudly pro-
duced it as proof that the place was in pro-
duction. That is the kind of thing that is
being put over us all the time. They try
to make out they are doing things when they
are not. I venture the opinion that the
Federal Minister for Munitions, when he was
here, made inquiries as to when the factory
would be in production. I submit that if a
Minister asks for production h meant
production of the finished article; the cart-
ridge case ready for use. If an engineer
misled me in replying to such a question, I
think I would have a word with him and a
show-down. That would be my procedure
if an engineer led me to believe that because
a little part was being produced he could
assure me, as Minister, he would be in pro-
duction within two months. Members may
have read in the "Sunday Times" that
the Federal Minister, Mr. Makin, when
here was told that the place would be
in production within two months, or

something of that kind. When the two
mouths were up, the "Sunday Times" chal-
lenged Mr. Makin on the matter. The "Sun-
day Times" offered to contribute a certain
sum to a hospital if it could be proved that
the engineer's promise bad been fulfilled.
The little committee of which I was a mein-
her wvent out on the Thursday, and the
"Sunday Times" representative had gone
out oil the day before, the Wednesday. Can-
stantine, of course, put it over us. He pro-
duced a cap, showed the machine in opera-
tion and where the bullet was inserted into
the envelope by a special arrangement. He
also showed us the annealing plant, and a
great portion of the paraphernalia,
machines intricate and delicate, that would
he used for the production of the cartridge
envelope. The "Sunday Times' paid the
amount it had stated.

Hon. P. Collier: The Minister took the
"Sunday Times" down for £E25.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I regrct to say
that I have not always got leisure to read
the "Sunday Times." I read that journal
when I have leisure; but if the garden calls
the "Sunday Times," is left. However, it
is not often that I do not read the paper.
Somebody told me about this happening,
and I got the "Sunday Times" and looked
the matter up. I immediately rang up the
office and asked, "What happened about
your claim that the factory was in prodtic-
tion?" The reply was "We lost that, sir."
I then asked to be put on to the man who
had gone out. I will not give his name. I
inquired, "What happened when you got
there?9" He told me. I said, "That is
exactly what was put over us." He was
there the day before. I said, "They bluffed
us, and the Minister, had he realised his
full responsibility, would have said, 'We
will be producing cartridges in a given
time."' To say that the factory was in
production, when but a small part of the
process was being done, was of course mis-
leading to the general public. The position
is that the "Sunday Times" was misled, just
as the Premier was.

Hon. P. Collier: And the public, too.
Hon. W. D. JOH'NSON: That is so. Mr.

Constantine, who is not an Australian, hut
who has had experience elsewhere in the
diplomatic service, was astute enough to
place a broad interpretation upon "produc-
tion." Ultimately we got to the end of the
envelope. We then inquired about the
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brass cups that create the ease and, of
-course, ultimately contain the explosive mat-
ter. Then Mr. Constantine had to admit
that he did not have the cartridge case
machines; they were not there. In other
words, the machine was there to put on the
finishing touch, but not the machine nor
the material to start the commodity. The
machine to make the caps was not there.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Do you mean the
end of the cartridge caseg

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No, the cart-
ridge case, the taper end. The cordite is
between that and the cap. There is a
machine that makes a lock. I had intended
to bring in a sample so as to give members
an actual demonstration. I took one to
the party meeting and showed it to the Pre-
mier. The process is a delicate one; when
the thing is locked, it is complete.

Mr. Cross: The factory has all the
machines now.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am glad to
hear the hon. member say so. As the mem-
ber for Middle Swan said, the Welshpool
factory is pure camouflage. Up to a week
or a fortnight ago, it definitely was eamou-
flage. It is an outrage that men and women
should be employed there. The member for
Subiaco will doubtless appreciate better
than we other members what I am about to
say. Some 20 or 25 women were actually
employed on machines making envelopes.
I said to Mr. Constantine, "This work will
growv frightfully monotonous, because the
women arc employed on manufacturing
something that cannot be used." He re-
plied, "It will be used." I then said, "You
cannot test these. They must be specially
tested and you may find, when they are put
through your delicate, intricate testing
plant, that the envelope is not exactly in
proper line or of the proper dimensions; it
Must be right to the thousandth part of an
inch. You have no means of testing it."
As a matter of fact, the machinery for mak-
ing the envelope was not complete enough
to finish the envelope, because of the ab-
sence of the small delicate machine that fas-
tens the envelope at the end as the bullet is
inserted. The bullet was put in while we
were there. The end of the envelope was
not grooved to hold it. That work has to
be done very carefully, and the machine to
do it is not available.

Hon. C. G_ Latham; Is the cordite filled

Hon. D. W. JOHNSON:: No.
Hon. C. G-. Latham: But you said the

bullet was put in.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON; There is a long

line of lead cable. The machine cuts off
portions, and these are picked up, shaped
by the machine and gradually put into the
envelope.

Mr. Thorn: Are lead bullets used?
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I think lead was

used; it might be some other composition.
Mr. Tonkin: Lead is being put inside the

envelope.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON; I took it to be

lead. The envelope is not complete. There
is another delicate part which is not being
made. A wad has to be inserted very care-
fully at the pointed end of the envelope.
As far as I know, the wads were not being
inserted.

Mr. Cross: They are put in as the cart-
ridge is being filled. The wads cannot be
inserted without the cordite.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That proves
that the lead inserted into the envelopes was
camouflage and must be taken out again.
We were shown the girls working on the
machine putting the lead into the envelope.
The member for Canning now says that
the wad cannot be put in until the cordite
is inserted. The wad would be put in after-
wards. I was pointing out that the unfor-
tunate girls to whom I referred, as well as
a number of men, were employed merely to
make a show that the factory was in pro-
duction. The sad part is that the Minister
made a promise that the factory would be in
production. It is not in production. It is
useless saying so in the circumstances. Pos-
sibly some of the work already done will go,
for naught. I venture the opinion that much
of the material made up will have to be re-
smelted, because I cannot see how the en-
velopes already constructed can be effectively
used wvhen the time comes to get into actual
cartridge production.

I may be wrong in that statement, or my
knowledge may not be quite up-to date. The
extraordinary thing is that afl of the testing
plant is there. There are machines-most
delicate and magnificent machines-at which
it is a treat to look. They take up the
cartridge and measure its circumference,
diameter, weight and texture, indicating
where it is faulty. The machines almost
speak in regard to testing. Afterwards we
discovered that there was no case machinery,
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that the actual cartridge eases were not in
production. I ventured the opinion that it
would be 12 months before they would be
in production. Evidently the member for
Canning thinks I am wrong.

Mr. Watts: I think you are more likely
to he right!

Hon. W. fl. JOHNSON: We will check
that. When we found what the actual posi-
tion was we went to the back of the factory
close up to the building where the difficult,
delicate and dangerous part had to be loaded.
The cartridge ease is loaded with cordite,
and the whole thing, complete, comes back
to a given spot, and there are the machines-
two of them, I think-absolutely ready to
,do all the testing. They complete the article,
and if it is satisfactory the machine passes
it through the fence and that line of fence
is the division between factory and Army.
When the cartridge goes there it is certi-
fled to be usable, and that is where delivery
takes place. The extraordinary thing is that
the beginning of the cartridge case where
the cup had to be used the machines were
not there to fabricate, yet the highly ex-
pensive and delicate machinery to test was
already in position.

I have spoken at some length on this mat-
ter because I wvant to bring it right home.
I am not prepared to sit down and let this
kind of thing go on. I feel that I have
some kind of responsibility because of the
position of Midland Junction. I have been
told over and over again by Mr. M1ills, "Let
it go, Johnson! You arc wrong. It is goingr
all right. We are not proceeding as fast as
-we would like, but yoh wait and see." Then
Bob Law goes over and, coming back, he
makes the statement, "We cannot tell you
all because it might help the enemy, but
you wait and see." We have waited and
there is nothing in production. It should
not he my task to bring this matter under
public notice. It is true that I have an in-
dividual responsibility, but I say in all
sincerityv to the Government of which I am
a loyal supporter-I ain critical buat honest
-with it-that it should have realised its re-
sponsibility in this connection.

The matter has been discussed at party
meetings and we know where we stand. I
urged] that pressure should be brought to bear
on those in authority, and I regret to say
there was a refusal to comply with the re-
quest I made. Industry has not been firmly
established in this State. Federal Ministers

have misled us but our own Minister for
Industrial Development has been over-opti-
mistic. He has accepted promises as repre-
senting things actually accomplished, and
has led us to believe that permanent indus-
tries would be established here as a result
of Commonwealth expenditure during the
war period; that industries would be estab-
lished wvhich, during the post-war period,
would put Western Australia in the position
of having up-to-date secondary industries
to employ labour and give us an opportunity
to cater for those returning from the con-
flict. That will not be the actual position
unless we do more than we are doing.

A certain amount has been done at the
State Implement Works. I wish to pay a
tribute to the member for North-East Fre-
mantle who has (lone a maximum amount of
good in this connection. I would like the
public to know the part lie has played. The
way he did it-and the way we should be
doing our job also-was to get on the job,
establish contact with the men, form com-
mittees among them, take a hand with the
management and make representations of the
kind that bring results. He has obtained
results. The Implement Works are active:
but just as they got busy the Midland Junc-
ti on Workshops went quiet. There is evi-
dently not enough orders to satisfy both
works, and as one is stimulated the other
goes slack. I suggest to the hon. member that
he should go further with his organisation
and arrange for idle men, whose capa-
city and time are not being utilised
100 per cent., to be taken from Mid-
land Junction, and put for the time
being into the Implement Works whbere
that type of work is sorely needed.
There is Dot enough to satisfy both plants;
therefore we should organise one properly
and not unduly inflate expenditure on the
other.

Mr. Boyle: Could not the Midland Junc-
tion workshops repair engines?

Hon. W. DI. JOHNSON: The Loan Coun-
cil calls the tune in regard to repairs for
engines. Those repairs are purely a State
responsibility, but the Loan Council decides
what amount of revenue we shall get for
that purpose. That is another point that
could he raised in a debate of this kind.
Everybody knows that our engines are in a
deplorable condition. The position is that
the Implement Works and the Mlidlaind
workshops are functioning in this way, one
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speeding up today and slackening tomorrow,
and the other speeding up tomorrow and
slackening the next day. What is the posi-
tion with regard to private shops?9 They
are expanding. Hoskins is expanding on
practical lines. There has been no hum-
bugging, no putting up of buildings and
having them vacant. The company has
secured the machine and then erected the
building to accommodate it. Its members
have approached the inatter as hard-headed
practical businessmen, and have so organised
their plant that they will have a stronger
combination after the war than before it.
That is because they have been particularly
efficient in making necessary representa-
tions. I had my ideas about these repre-
sentations. The Munitions Board of Area
Management deals particularly with muni-
tions.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It is known as the
"Board of Area Management."

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It deals with
munitions which is why I used that word.
The representation on that board is not the
right type. Mr. Law is there again, and
he has a different conception from what
I have in regard to State needs and State
claims. He does not approve of my ideas.
We have got £55,000 expended in one build-
ing at Midland Junction, and we have a
huge plant at the Implement Works. We
want to see these places extend, but un-
fortunately it is the private factories which,
generally speaking, have extended. Hos-
kins and Tomlinsons are quite good estab-
lishmnents and are turning out good material,
but they are gmetting an undue percentage
of the requirements; and the type of job
they are receiving is more easily manufac-
tured and more constantly in production
than the articles which come to the State
establishments.

The Minister for Lands: Do you think
the Board of Area Management favours. pri-
vate enterprise?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes. Mr.
Trainer is on that board, but he is not the
type of man I1 would select -for such a job.
He is a personal friend of mine and is an
able man in many ways, but in matters of
this kind a hard-headed engineer is needed.
The type of man I would appoint to that
position is one like J. F. Newman. He is
a capable engineer and has the courage of
his convictions- He wonld stand up against
any odds and advocate his elaima even though

[a]

he got the sack or gaol for doing so. He
has courage and knowledge. Unfortunately
that type of man is not picked out today.
It is the passive sort of chap who is selected.

Mr. Cross: Is he a fascist or communist?
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I would rather

he were a communist than a fascist. I do
not know that I am not a bit of a com-
munist myself.

Mr. Hughes: You have some capitalistic
instincts, too.

Hon. W. Dl. JOHNSON: The member for
East Perth will give me this much credit,
that I am working for my capitalistic in-
stincts now seeing that I have a job to do.
If my Parliamentary salary stops with uni-
form taxation, "W.D." will be ini a bad
way.

Hon. N. Keenan: There wilt he others.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes. There is

not the right type of representation. The
Labour movement has to accept responsi-
bility to a large extent, hut unfortunately
there has not been vigorous representation,
nor sufficient from the militant and turbu-
lent sections, which, after all, are not only
honest in their actions but determined to
get the results they are put there to get,
01r else resign, and expose the fact that no-
thing is being done. What I have said about
the production of munitions in this State
and the equipment for war purposes by the
State works and private enterprise reflects
no credit on Mr. Trainer, nor the rest of
the Board of Area Management. The Mid-
land Workshops men ask me--what am I
doing about it? When I turn round and
say "Mr. Trainer is on the board," they
simply laugh and say, "Have you got down
to that kind of representation? Is that the
kind of work you want doneI" Therefore
it is my duty to reflect in this Chamber
what I am paid to do-the opinions of my
constituents. They are very definite on the
point that Labour representation on these
matters has been inadequate and the hoards
and commissions which have been created
in this State are the kinds that will get us
exactly what -we. have. got-=practically no-
thing.

I asked a question about the basic wage.
Again I am out of step. When the first
declaration was made after the 20th Feb-
ruary-when wages were pegged hy the
President of the Arbitration Court-he
neglected to give what the statistician's
figures indicated was an increase in the basis
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wage of Is. 7d. I admit that he had the
right to decide whether it should or should
not be paid.

Hon. 0Q 0. Lath am: Was that a quarterly
or annual adjustment?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: A quarterly ad-
justmnent. The President decided to ignore
the Is. 7d. Now, the quarterly adjustments
were introduced by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition and his associates. They were defin-
itely brought in because there was a lag be-
tween the time of the wage fixation and the
reduction in the cost of living. They said,
"It is quite wrong for a basic -wage to be
left for 12 months after a review of index
figUres showing a reduced cost of living."
Parliament passed the necessary legislation
to arrange for quarterly adjustments.

Hon. C. 0. Latham. You know it is very
fair today.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am just giving
facts. The Leader of the Opposition was
in tho Glovernmient which took the respon-
sibility of seeing that adjustmnents were pro-
portionate and given quarterly in accord-
ance with the reduced cost of living, figures.
The first reduction, as a result of the quar-
terly adjustments, was 8s. a week.

Mr. Tonkin: I think that is so.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We arrived at
the stage quite reeently-sinee the 20th
February-when the cost of living went up,
but then that principle did not apply.

Mr. Cross: Regulation 76 exempted it.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is Regulation

17A with which I will be dealing-. When it
came to the is. 7d. increase 'Mr. President
Dwyer-for reasons that hie is perfectly sin-
cere and honest about, in regard to the dan-
ger of inflation and looking at it, I think
from an Australian point of view-forgot
that his point of view should he a State one
only as it is a State basic wage, and that
the workers of Western Australia should
not be penalised because there -was, a danger
to the economic position of Australia by
automatic increases of wages. He tried to
set an example to Australia. It would have
been all right if he bad set an example at
his own expense, but it was set at the ex-
pense of the workers of Western Australia.
Mr. President Dwyer, in denying that, had
the right to do so, but I submit that, com-
pared with the time when the figures were
falling, it was not a just decision and should
not have been made.

Those of us who are active in industrial
matters got busy and said "This is wrong.
It should not be tolerated." We had a meet-
ing at the Perth Trades Hall and it was
agreed, on legal advice, to test the decision.
Personally I did not have much confidence
in that course; I did not think the opinion
was sound. However, it -was a definite de-
cision. The legal advice to the State Execu-
tive was that the decision of the President
could be upset by the Supreme Court. Ac-
tion was taken in the Supreme Court and it
failed. We then decided to try to get the
Commonwealth to realise that the increase
in the cost of living was being paid to every
worker in Australia except those in Western
Australia. When 'wages were pegged on the
20th February, they were pegged as at that
date, but to have regard to the cost of living
figures-the increase or decrease in the cost
of living.

Automatically: , the workers in the other
States got their increase, but our law was
slightly different and again the President of
our court neglected his opportunity. The
anomaly was created that the workers in the
Eastern States received the increase and
those in Western Australia were denied it.
We then appealed to the Commonwealth
Government to grant by regulation that
which had been denied to the work-
ers of this State. The Commonwealth
Government was not prepared to take the
responsibility for doing that. In this I
think the Commonwealth was quite sound; I
did not think it was a Commonwealth job.

The Minister for Mines: Why was it the
Commonwealth's job to peg wages?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That is where
we get all at sea. The wage was to apply to
Australia, and the regulation was to peg it
for Australia, but it also conveyed that the
increased cost of living would receive con-
s-ideration in any further adjustments. The
trouble was that we in this State were a
little out of step with people in the other
$tates. A representative of the State
Executive went to Canberra and, as a result
of his representations and of other repre-
sentations made by individuals, the Coal-
monwealth issued a regulation. It is the
regulation that was referred to in my ques-
tion today-National Security (Economic
Organisation) Regulation 17A. The mar-
ginal note to the regulation made it clear
that the State Premier was given the power
to fix the basic wage.
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"'le Minister for M1ines: No!
Hfon. W. D. JOHNSO'N: The Minister ib

not interested in this.
The 'Minister for Mines: 'Much more than

von1 are.
The CHAIR-MAN: The Minister will

keep order.
The Minister for Mines: Well, do not let

hm say those things.
Thle CHIAIRMAN: The Minister should

not interject.
Hon. IV. D. JOHNSON: The regulation

definitely' gives power to the Premier to fix
the ba:-ie wage.

Mr. Needham: He has no such power.
Hon. W, D. JO-NSON: I can produce

the regulation. The marginal note says that
the power is given to the Premier. The
member for Perth, who is Chairman of the
State Executive, was lrisct.

Mr. Needham: You arc wrong.
Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: The hion. mnem-

her would like to prove me wrong.
The CHAIRMAN: I ask the hion. mem-

her to resume his seat for a moment. I
have called for order several times. I point
cut that all iiiterject ions are highly dis-
orderly and only interfere with orderly de-
hate and certainly are not dignified. I ask
members to refrain from interjcting while
the member for Guildford-Midland peace-
fully and propeirly addiesses the Chair.

Hon. IV. D. JOHNSON: I have not the
r giflation before nie.

[Ton. C. G. Latham: I have sent for it.
Mr. 'Niedhan,: You do not understand it.
Ilb!,. W. D. JOHNSON: If the member

for Perth wvould give me an opportunity
to v-entilate this matter, mine would nlot be
a lone voice speaking on it today. I am
satisfied that the necessary power was given
to the State Premier. Then the regulation
goes on to relate the power. There is one
paragrnjph that has caused all the trouble.
It provides that the Premier, after certain
happenings, at the right time and for the
period, can declare the basic wagfe. To me
it is as clear as daylight that Regulation
17A gave the Premnier full power. True,
the Crown Law authorities differ, but I dif-
fer from them so often and have proved
them wrong so often that I am not influenced
by their opinion. I have found that they
are not as reliable in matters of this kind
as one would like them to be. The fact of
an announcement being made to the effect
that the Crown Law Department differed

from me did not influence my mind because
I had read the regulation, and I say that
any member of this H-ouse, reading a re-
gtlation and applying a conmmonsense, in.
terpretation to it, i-s invariably right, Con-
stitutional law is commonsense law; and to
mce, using my conunonsens;e, this regulation
said as clearly as p~ossible that at the time
and for the period the Premje-r could have
fixed the wage.

At the time the regulation went through,
there was another increase of 10d. in the
basic wage, niaking a total of 2s;. 5d. When
we got the regulation it was not possible to
fix the 2)s. -5d., since uimier tin law an in-
crease must he not less than Is. before it
will ap~ply. Therefore the 10d. ill question
had to be cast aside. But at a given p)eriod
the Premier could then declare the Is. Td.
The reason lie had that power was that the
next declaration had been miade, arid that
there were three dlays between the gazet-
ting of that regulation relatively to. the de-
claration by -Mr. President Dwyer. The
Government neglec ted to use those three
days. There was argument as to whether
the proceeding was rightly practicable. The
Government doub ted the wording of the re-
gulation, anti the Crown Law Department
encouraged the Government in that. doubt;
anti in the interim the opportunity passed
and the declaration was made.

Accortding to my readingf of thle regula-
tion, that omission cannot he put right until
the next declaration. The Premier has time
again to get in when the cost of living
figures arc put before the Court. 'The Pre-
iuaier uses the time factor, and then makes
a declaration covering the period be-
fore the Court. The Premier himself
mnissed in not granting the worker
the is. 7d. Later he Miiissed again,
aid he wilt miss yet again. I want snem-
hers to realise the seriousness of this, that
the next declaration will be on Thursday,
the dlay after tomorrow, and that unless the
Premier makes the declaration we shall not
get an increase, because M.r. President
Dwyer is not going to stultify himself. He
has stuek to his guns right through, and 1
assume that lie will stick to them again. It
is true that the cost of living figures may
be reduced we do not know whether they
will be.

Mr. Raphael: Not according to the prices
of goods now purchased!
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I realise that
the cost of living undoubtedly has increased.
I am assured that those figures will show an
increase, and not a decrease. The Premier
now could fix the 2s. 5d., because in the
meantime the 2s. 5d. has become the increase.
If a declaration is not made almost imme-
diately, and another increase given, the total
increase might reach 2s. l0d. or Ss.--some-
where around those figures. The point is
this, that according to my reading, which
differs entirely from the Crown Law De-
partment's reading and that of the Acting
Premier, not only has the Crown Law De-
partment made a declaration but that de-
claration has been endorsed by the Attorney
General of the Commonwealth. Still, I am
prepared to question that.

The reason for the misunderstanding be-
tween the Federal Crown Law Department
and the Western Australian Government
arises from tim fact that Regulation 17A
is so clear and so definite that when our
Government started to question it, the
thought arose, "Those people are not sin-
cere; they do not want to use the regula-
tion. Evidently 'ye have given those people
a power that they are not prepared to exer-
cise, and they are trying to get out of exer-
cising it." All sorts of rep)resentations have
been made.

The 'Minister for Lands: That is a very
unfair inference to draw.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON; I will not toler-
ate interjections which question my com-
petency in a msatter of this kind. I know
more than the average know about it, be-
cause my centre is an industrial one and dis-
cusses the subject.

The Minister for Lands: I say you are
unfair in drawing that inference.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The regulation
reads-

I, the Governor-General in and over the Coin-
nsonwealth of Austr-alia, acting with the ad-
vice of the Federal Executive Council, hereby
make the following regulation under the
National Security Act, 1939-1940. Dated this
fourth day of fJune, 1942. Gowrie, Governor-
General.

After regulation 17 of the National Security
(Econonmic Orgonis-ation) Regulations the fol-

lowving regulation is inserted-''17A. In the
ease of any State the law of which permits%
but does not require the quarterly adjustment
of the basic wage following on a variation in
the cost of living, the Premier of the State, if
satisfied that it is desirable so to do in the
interests of the defence of the Commonwealth
or the more effectual prosecution of the war,

may, by order published in the ''Government
Gazette'' of the State, adjust and amend the
basic wage declared under the law of the State
in accordance with the change in the cost of
living as indicated by price index numbers and
other information prepared by the Government
Statistician of the State under ally such law.
That is very clear; and the marginal note
clinches it, saying-

Power of State Premiers to amend and ad-
just basic wage.
The next paragraph reads-

1(2) Any3 suecs adjsustmenst and anmendmenst
of the basic wage shall be made at such time,
aind hall lie for schl term, as are prescribed
under the law of the State and shall for all
purposes hsave the same force and effect as if
made by an Industrial Authority under the
law of tlse State.'

The GJovernment, in my opinion-and after
all I can only express my own opinion-and
the Crown Law Department and the State
Executive have all failed to realise that the
fall power is theirs; that they could have
fixed the Is. 7d. had they used the three
days intervening between the 4th June and
the actual date of declaraition by the Presi-
dent. But according to my reading the time
to make the (declaration is when the Court
mnakes the declaration; and if the declara-
tion is made from quarter to quarter we
cannot do it for a term beyond the time;
and therefore we have to do it at the time
and for the term. That has caused
all1 the tr-ouble and tliat is where the
misunderstanding comes in. Members
as-c awvare that if the basic wage is de-
clared, say, this morning, it applies to the
previous midnight; it is retrospective to the
starting-time of the morning shift of the
day of the declaration. If the Premier does
not make it at that time, it cannot be de-
clared again until the time arrives three
months later. The workers have lost Is. 7d.,
plus 10d., and will lose the next increase if
Mr. President Dwvyer sticks to his guns.

There is no possible chance of recovering
what has been lost, and there is no possible
chance in life of securing retrospective legis-
lation, although the State Executive of the
Labour Party is seriously urging its intro-
duction. I have been told by organised
workers that they are making a demand
for an increase of 5s. 4d., which they claim
to he, roughly, the increase in the cost of
living. On their calculations, the increase is
2s. lid., plus 2s. 5d., making 5s. 4d. They
are actually saying that, either by Common-
wvealth or State authorities, they will be
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given this 5s. 4d, That is nonsense. It is
constitutionally impossible for the Common-
wealth to grant it, because the Common-
wealth cannot pass a law giving Western
Australian workers an increase of 5s. 4d. in
a matter of this description, A regulation
rof that character would consequently be
ultra vires the Constitution. The workers
are trying to get what they have lost, but
that has gone and they cannot recover it.
Their fight for it is but camouflage. The
right thing to do is to tell the workers, "The
past is gone. Up to the next declaration
your wages, will remain the same as they
were on the 10th February."

If the Premier will do 'What I want him
to do-I make this public now-he will de-
clare the increase, 2s. 10d. or 2s. lid., as
Soon as the statistician's figures are avail-
able. In that declaration the period would
be fixed. The Government and the State
Executive of the Labour Party apparently
misunderstand the Commonwealth regula-
tion, which is as clear as it can be. It gives
us the authority we want and the Common-
wealth Crown Law Department cannot -un-
derstand what is wrong with us because we
do not make use of that regulation. I do
not Subscribe to the wvorkers' claim for the
5s. 4d., and I want the workers to know
that. There is no chance of misleading them
in that respect. If they succeed no-one will
rejoice more than I, but I cannot see that
it is constitutionally possible. I am told
by the court officials that the next declara-
tion will be made, they think, on Thursday;
and unless the "Government Gazette" con-
tains the declaration it cannot be made for
another three months or until the Common-
wealth promulgates another regulation. Ex-
actly how that regulation would he worded
I do not know. There is just a question
whether Regulation 17A would be constitu-
tional, but it would be so obviously just that
I doubt whether anyone would test it. This
monkeying about with a vital matter of this
character is wrong. We must not be mis-
led by the Crown Law Department. What
is certain is that the regulation is as clear
as daylight. The workers of this State are
being penalised beeause the Government has
been misled by Crown Law officers on a
matter that could have been put right by
a special issue of the "Government Gazette"
fixing the basic wage at the time for the
period.

There are one or two other matters I
intended to touch upon, but I shall not do

so. I candidly admit I am tired. I have
talked longer than I thought I would. When
I came to the House I intended to go home;
but having heard the reply to my question
I thought it was so definitely unfair to me
and to the Labour movement, as well as to
the workers of the State, that I made up
my mind to raise my voice against the in-
justices we are labouring under today. One
is that we have failed in vigorous represen-
tation as to the requirements and claims of
this State with respect to the establishment
of industries, so that these would be avail-
able for our returned men when the war
ends. We have failed, and failed lament-
ably. I know I shall be asked, "What are
you growling about? Look at the repre-
sentation you have in the Commonwealth
Parlianient! You have the Prime Minister,
the President of the Senate, the Assistant-
Minister for the Army-")

Hon. C. G- Latham: And the Speak-er!
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am referring

to members of my own party. I do not know
the others. It is true that our representa-
tion is increased if we include the othey
Western Australian members. I shall be
told, "You must realise what a wonderful
job is being done." But that does not ap-
peal to me at all.

Member: You have the Prime M1inister,
Hon. W. fl. JOHNSON:- That is trite. I

am proud of John Curtin- I know himi in-
timately, and a better man never stood in
a pair of boots. A more honest soul it
would not be possible to find, but he can
make mistakes and can be overloaded. He
can be misled. I was told that he had pro-
mised to send over some stirrup pumps
Mr. Curtin, in a perfectly honest way, ac.
eepts information given to him by respon.
sible officers. He said that the stirrur
pumps would be sent and that several
A.R.P. matters would be attended to. The3
were not, but Mr. Curtin was not dishonesi
when be said they would be, because bE
accepted the word of his officers; he aecepu
what is put before him at its face value
We have other represe~ntatives in the Coin-
monwealth Parliament, it is true. Senatoi
Fraser visited this State. He is an ener.
getic, active worker who inquires into mat.
ters and gets information for himself. Bul
he -must have been blind when he inspecen
some battle stations and did not find sol.
diers who had never used a rifle, and hai
not even been given one at the battle sta
tions.
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Hon. C. G. Latham: Where did he visit?2
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not know.

He said he went to battle stations, and if
he made a personal inspection he would
have found that was so.

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: He visited Mloore
River and stayed ten minutes.

Hon. W, U. JOHNSON: Are we going to
let them go on in this Aray? It is a fright-
ful thing to be told that men are being
put on battle stations who have never used
n rifle, have never had any training at all
and have not got a rifle. I said to one
young fellow, "What are you going to
do?'' He replied, "~There is a lot of cow-
dung around. We will pelt the enemy with
that. t ' We have a Minister who knows
these things and has admitted as much to
inc. But we do not get reformn. I have
known them for a long time, and represen-
tations have been made to the Prime M.Nin-
ister and to the 'Minister for the Army.
Then Greneral Sir Thomas Blarney comes
here and says everything is all right! He
knew that everything was not all right and
that he was misleading the people of this
State.

Then we have the "Minister for 'Mumi-
tions, 'Mr. M1akin. I went to a lot of
trouble-and I hope I have convinced mein-
hers that I have delved into the details-
and I got all the facts ready for him. I
marshalled the brains, of the 'Midland Junc-
tion Workshops, and got into touch with
other workshops that were symnpatheti-
cally concerned about the position. I sent
to -Mr. Mfakin at Kalgoorlie exhectly what
we had, an outline of the circular and
questionnaire and so an, so that he would
realise that if hie caine to M1idland June-
tion he would have a9 practical illustration
and a stepping off point that would give
him an opportunity to inquire into matters.
But lie did not go to Midland Junction.

I wrote to hinm and the meiuber for
Hannans delivered my iesaage. Mr. Makin
replied. "Thursday 'night inconvenient;,
suggest FridAy.'- Naturally I fixed Friday
for the meeting. I got in touch with his
secretary at the Palace Hotel. I found
that his secretary had arrived at ten
a eloek on the Thursday night. I explained
things to him and he said, "The Mainister
is busy with a deputation." The Minister
himself had actually arrived. I think he
had travelled by car or plane, hut lie could
not see me. isi secretary said, "I will

niakc representations to the Mlinister.
Where can I see you tomorrow-!" I said,
"I wvill come here. '' He said, ''Do not do
that. I will nieet your convenience.'' So
I told him I would be at Parliament House
at 11 o 'clock the nest day. At that hour
hie arrived and said, "I1 ami sorry hut the
Minister cannot work that in.'' I replied,
"That is extraordinary treatment to mete

out to tue. What is behind it ? What is
causing it?2' He ati'weied, 41 cannot dis-
cuss that. My duty is to inform you that
the Minister has other obligations or inter-
views tonight and cannot work in yours."

The facts are that when wve started work
at Midland Junction we decided to manke
it a special job), and in order that there
should not be any misuinderstanding we
Ibrought in the M3idland Junction 'Municipal
Council. The miembers of the Council are
not Labourites. At any rate, only one or
two are. We broughit in the Mayor and
the other members of the Council in their
capacity ns municipal administrators. They
formed part of the committee that con-
ducted the invest igation. Senator Cun-
ninghiam and Senator Clothier were mak-
ing- inqiuiries i]1 Western Australia some-
what on the same lines but not in the
same detail as we were. I established con-
tact with Senator- f'niuiinghani and showed
himt the preliminary circular that had been
issued. He said, "That is the job we are
here to do. " He congratailated nie, and

he is not a man who says a thing hie does
not believe. He siaid, ''That is the job
that wants doing. That is the kind of
thing that will help meii a lot. Can you
give me a copy? I would like one for the
Minister also." I told him I would get
him two or three copies. The two Senators
did make a survey.

To make assurance doubly sure I
arranged with the workshops that when
Senator Cunningham ar-rived there with
Senator Clothier T was to he put in touch
with them. I contacted them and invited
thema to meet me in the Council Chambers
at Midland Junction in order that we
might make further progress9 and arrive at
an understanding. Senator Cunningham
said, "It is no use going on the way you
are going. There is only one thing to do
and that is to bring 'Mr. Makin, the Alin-
ister, to Western AU Stralia. Yon write a let-
ter inviting him. Get it drafted tonight. I
amn going- away by train tomorrow. Give
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me the letter, and I will personally deliver
it to him and urge him to conic to Western
Australia, post haste." We wrote the let-
ter and he took it with him to Canberra. I
received a reply from Mr. Makin and 1 have
outlined what happened when the Minister
arrived. I know there was a bit of sabo-
tage. Members know that I am not popu-
ular in many places, and my unpopularity
does not ensure me the co-operation which
would be in the best interests of this State.
There is no doubt that it was put over me.
The member for Northam might he able to
tell the -Minister something about it. There
is the position we are up against. I have
a committee at work. 'Mr. Fernie would not
be in it in comparison with the men at
Midland Junction in the matter of ability
and knowledge. We had the whole matter
ready hut did not have an opportunity to
launch it.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The bird had flown.

Boa. W. D. JOHNSON: It did not fly;
it would] not attend.

Mr. Hughies: It was sabotage from the
top.

I Ion. W. 1). JOHNSON: Yes, and away
up at the top, too. We had a conference.
The representatives of different engineering
firms were present but we were all disap-
pointed. I was frightfully disappointed.
This was one of the knocks I get regularly,
but it wvag one of the most miserable things
I had had done to ine and one of the worst
things that has been done to the workers of
this State. I appeal to members to realise
that the gamec is not fair. I do not want
to be popular. I do not want to crawl to
anyone. I propose to express my views
fearlessly. Because I happen to be a little
unpoputlar with a certain section why should
they penalise all the people of the Midland
Junction workshops? Why should the hoots
be put into those people because a certain
section does not like me? My constituents
elected ine fad I have to take a certain posi -
tion. Because I condemn certain people on
a question of this kind I ant referred to as
being not too reliable and as one who should
not be encouraged.

The Minister is informed that he would
be ill-advised to attend the Midland Junie-
tion conference! That is the kind of thing
that is going on and members will appre-
ciate why, with all that knowledge, I asked
for a special discussion in Parliament. It

cannot be held on the Address-in-reply.
Moreover, the Address-in-reply would be
too late, and out- representatives would
simply go to the Federal conference in the
same old way and come back with the same
old promises. I have entered my protest,
and I have only just started. The respon-
sibility for action to p~rotect this State
a gal ast a continuation of the injustices
which have been perpetrated over the last
iS months or two years, is Parliament's,
and Parliament's alone. Promises that in-
dustries would he established have been
made, but little has actually been aceom-
plislied byv the expenditure of wvar funds
in this State.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (in
reply) :Many matters to which I do not
intend to refer, have been raised by: the
member for Cuildford-'Midland. I wish to
reassure him on the point that, wherever
there are deficiencies and wherever there
has been inattention and neglect by Com-
monwealth authorities, the State Government
has not merely taken action, but has con-
tinually drawn attention to such matters andi
insisted upon a drastic alteration of the cir-
cumstances surrounding them. I do not wish
to speak iii plain terms of the deficiencies in
munitions and -those sort of things, but
simply to sound a note to the Chamber that
the Government is aware of what the hon.
member has said, some of which is entirely
in accordance with fact, and the Government
is determined that everything that should be
done in the interests of the citizens of this
State, and through the citizens of this State
for the welfare of the Commonwealth, will
be done. 'We will not approach the matter
in any other way than with frankness and
determination to get remedial effect in con-
nection with all these defects in munitions
supplies.

I can quite understand that the hon. mem-
ber is aggrieved over one or two happenings
on the occasion of the visit of a Common-
wealth Minister. He may have every reas-on
to be aggrieved, but I do not like his using
such temper to flay this Government on mat-
ters which he did not properly represent,
and which specifically are in connection with
the basic wage. In his question today he
asked whether it was the intention of the
Government to take immediate advantage of
National Security Regulation 17A and ar-
range for the Premier to exercise his powers.
The answver was frank and said that at no
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stage had the Government been able to take
advantage of it.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I did not object to
that answer. It was the other answer.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
answer is strictly in accordance with fact.

Hon. IV. D. Johnson: With legal fact.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is

strictly iii accordance, not only with fact,
but with the legal interpretation of the law
by the man who framed it. This is not
Johnsonian law or interpretation, hut the
iiiterpretatioin of the Attorney General him-
self.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I would like to see
all the correspondence.

'Mr. Hughes: Do you mean to say that he
framed a law and then said it was ineffective?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I said
nothing of the sort. The member for Guild-
ford-M1idland referred to the marginal note,
and quoted the words, "Powers of the
Premiers to adjust and amend the basic
walge." Firstly, the marginal note is not
law. It draws attention to the specific
powers or points dealt with in the particular
clause.

Ron. W. D. Johnson: It is a glorious
thing on which to build your case.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It would
be a flimsyv ease.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: We will take that
risk.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
powers, restricted though they may be, or
complete though they may he, appear in that
section of the regulation. Dr. Evatt was
asked the direct. question-whether the
powers conferred on the Premier of the
State under Regulation 17A gave him auth-
ority to declare at any time, other than at
the time of a declaration, the adjustment ac-
cording to the increase in the cost of living
on the statistician's figures? The answer was
definitely that the powers conferred on the
State Premier did not, whereas I have heard
the hon. member argue this point that we
should have done that at the time of the last
announcement or adjustment of the court.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is so.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: To show

how entirel 'y wrong he is. I point out that
the National Security Order was not issued
until the 4th June of this year. The increase
for the cnurrent quarter-

Hon. W. D. Johnson: There is no in-
crease.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I re-
frained from interjecting while the hon.
member was stating his case in his round-
about way. At no time since the powers in
that order have lbeen conferred on the lPre-
mier of this State has the Premier had the
opportunity to vary the basic wange in aic-
cordance with the increase in the cost of
living igures for the past quarter or the twvo
quarters p~receding it.

lHon, W. D. Johnson: You could not make
it retrospective.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: What is
ail the fuss about?

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is dce-

finite from the Comnionwealth Attorney
General that the Premier mnay exercise bis
powers at the time and for the term of the
declaration.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is so.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Our legal

advice from two State sources, and from the
Attorney General, is that the Premier Can
exercise the powers, whatever they may be,
at the time of the next declaration which,
the hon. member advises the Chamber, is
next Thursday. That is the first time since
the issuing of the order that the Premier
will have had the opportunity to exercise his
authority, under Regulation 17A.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Did the Acting Pre-
mier say-

The CHAIRMAN: Will the member for
Guildford-Midland maintain order? Any
further interjections made by him will b
noted by me.

Mir. Hughes: That was very bad drafting
on Dr. Evatt's part.'

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It may
have been, hut we have been anxious to in-
terpret the regulation as it was intended to
be interpreted. We have been careful to get
explicit and clear explanation as to the ex-
tent of our powers and the time when they
can be exercised. There is no doubt on the
point. We are fortified by the point in-
volved in this case having been presented to
the Commonwealth officers for interpreta-
tion. We are not only buttressed in that
way, hut we have the opinion of two eminent
legal men in this State on the same point.
The bon. member has not acted fairly. If
it can be proved that one is wrong, why
launch accusations against us who have
honestly and determinedly endeavoured to
have this matter made explicit and get a
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clouded position clarified-clouided not by
any action of the Government, because
every intention and action of the Govern-
ment has been to clarify the matter. I do
not wish to silence the hon. member. Free-
dom of speech is important, hut wvhen we
exercise that freedom, let uts be fair in our
conclusions and deductions even of our own
interpretation of the law. I wish it to be
clearly understood that whatever the inten-
tions of the Government may be at the time
of the declaration of the quarterly adjust-
ment, the Government wvill be acting with
the full force of legal advice and autho-
rity, not merely of its own Crown La-w
officers but also of the Attorney General of
the Commonwealth. It is not a matter of
deciding to do it before the announcement
of the couit. The point is to do it at the
proper time, and to give effect to it in the
way the Government thinks effect should be
given to it.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The Lieut.-Oover-
nor's Speech prepared us for doing it the
other way.

The ]MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
have been some wild and extratvagyant state-
ments, and it is unfair to cloud an issue of
such importance with extravagant state-
ments and unfair inferences.

Let me now -refer to remarks by other
members who have addressed themselves to
the Supply Bill. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion asked what would be the means of
financing should the anticipated collections
not be realised. He drewv attention to the
point that in July, 1041, we had a deficit
of only £C64,000, whereas for July, 1942, the
deficit was £241,000 The deficit for July of
Inst year was unusually low for that month
because of the extraordinary lag in income
tax collections during the previous month
or two, and the tremendous increase in the
month of July on account of the merging- of
the taxes and the excess collections made in
that month. In the month of July there
is always a very big lag in collections
that is caught up later in the year.
Since the hon. member spoke, I hare had
figures taken out which showv that in al-
most every year the deficit for the month
of July has been round about £240,000 to
£C250,000, and down to £218,000. This ap-
plies to the last tea years. The average
for the month of July has been round about
£E200,000. If revenue is insufficient to meet
expenses, we have to obtain from the Coin-

monwealth Bank, by the issue of Treasury
bills, the amount that is in deticit. Such
bills, of course, have to he redeemed from
revenue during the 12 months. Then trust
funds alay ha ussd to meet current expenses,
and there is an advantage in this connee-
tion in that thie interest payable on. trust
funds is lower than that on Treasury bills.

Honi. C. G. Lathanm: Is not that dan-
gerous?

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, it is
sinijJv a current matter that is almost lim-

mediately adjusted. The funds are fluid to
that extent only, and for the term only until
the revenue coincides with the expenditure
for the period.

Hon. C. G. Lathami: You can use Joan
funds if the necessity arises.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
there is that avenue, too. Consequently
there is no need to worry even. if the pub-
lic concerns do not produce the anticipated
return. The hon. member also raised a
question about the method by which the
Commonwealth will pay State income taxa-
tion as 110w collected. This is not to be a
twelx-e-mionthly or six-monthly arrangement.
The payments will be made monthly; there
will be 12 monthly payments of equlal amount,
less of couirse, so far as our revenue is con-
cerned, the amounts of hospital tax for which
the Commonwealth is responsible. This
amount will be deductible from the
£2,800,000 odd which the Commonwealth
must pay to us to counter our ordinary
income-tax collections. The member for
West Perth gave us no commendation at all
for having ended the financial year with a
surplus, but offered some sort of reprimand
in the event of our slipping back.

011 the point raised by tOe member for
Canning, it might be a good idea to start
a, list of requests by members. In the course
of a year, such a list would reach almost
inconceivable proportions. Some of the
items would be for thousands of pounds,
such as the amount for the Comno school
mentioned by the hon. member, but other
items would be for millions of pounds. It
is always interesting to compare the re,-
marks of members, who consider that we
should be reprimanded to ensure our care-
fully watching the finances, -with the re-
marks of other members who contend that
money is urgently required for their con-
stituencies. If we started a list headed
with an item of £1,000 for the Como school,
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by the endl of the session we would have a The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: I,
list of probably £10,000),000 expected from
revenue for cur-rent expenditure to meet the
nteeds of the collective electorates. I ap-
preciate the comments of members who have
spoken, and hope that my explanation of
the points raised has been explicit.

Question, pnt and passed.
Resolution reported and the report

adopted.

In Commit.tee of W [ays and Mleans.

The House resolved inito Commi~ittee of
Ways and 'Meang, Mr. Marshall in the Chair.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
move-

That towards making good the supply
granted to His Majesty for the services of the
year ending the 30th June 1943, a sum not
exceeding £1,850,000 be granted out of Con-
solidated Revenue, £200,000 from the General
Loan Fund, and £300,000 from the Public
Acc-ouit for the purpose of temporary ad,-
vances to be made by the Treasurer.

Q~uestion put and passed.
Resolution reported and the report

adopted.
All Stage.

In accordance with the foregoing resol,,-
tions, Bill introduced, passed through all
stages without debate and transmnitted to
the Council.

Hnmu~e odjowined at 5.44 p).mf.

Ilegislative Council.
Wednesday, 5th August, 1912.

Questions : Traffic Act, aceldents .. .. ..
Railways, standard gauge. iKalgoorle-Freumantle

Motion : Committees for the sesilon, point of order..
Biii : Supply (No. 1), 12,350,000, all stages
Adctrss-n-repiy. third day ... .. ... ..
Adjournment, special... .. -. ... ..

pass
56
56
58
go
68
71

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2).

TRAFFIC ACT, ACCIDENTS.
Ron. G. B. WOOD asked the Chief Sec-

retary: 1, How manly traffic accidents have
occurred in the metropolitan and suburban
areas during the hours of darkness for the
three months ended the 31st July? 2, How
mane fatalities resulted fromn such accidents?
3, How mantty people were injured?

Accidents occurring in the metropolitan
area during the night-time for three months
ended the 31st July were 372. 2, Fatalities
arising out of such accidents-23. 3, People
injured in such accidents--101.

RAILWAYS.

Standard Gauge, Kalvoorlie-Fremantle.

Hort. A. THOMSON asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, Has any estimate been prepared
by the State railway engineers in consulta-
tion with the Commonwealth Railway De-
partmnent for continuing the 41t. S~ain. gauge
from Kalgoorlie to Fremantle? 2, If so,
what was the estimated cost?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes. 2, V5,500,000, onl basis 1935 costs.

MOTION-COMMITTEES FOR THE
SESSION.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [2.20]: 1
move-

That the following members be appointed to
serve on the sessional Committees during the
present session:-

Standing Ordtern-Thc Presidnt, the Chief
Secretary, Ho,,. J. Cornell, H~on. C. F. Bax.
ter, and Hon. 11. S. IV. Parker.

Library.-The President, Hon. C. F. Bax-
ter, and Hon,. E. M. Heenan.

Priting.-The President, lion. E. H.
Gray, and Hion. WV. J. Mann.

Joint House-The President, H~on. .1. Cor-
necl, Hon. E. H. Gray, Hon. V. Hlarersllcy,
and H~on. G. WV. Miles.

HON. 0. B. WILLIAMS (South): I am
opposing the motion.

Point of Order.

Ron. J. Cornell: I rise to a point of order,
The President: 'Mr. Williams will resume

his seat.
Hon. J. Cornell: Will the bon. member

not-
Hon. C. B. Williams: Is the bon. member

in order? Is be not anticipating anything
T might have to say?

The President: The ho,,. member said
that he was opposing the motion.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Am I to be stopped
from opposing the motion? I may have
good grounds for doing so.

The President: I think Mr. Corneli is en-
titled to raise a point of order.

Hon. J. Cornell: The point I wish to raise
is this: If Mr. Williams or any other mem-
ber is permitted to debate the motion, will it


